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THE 

R  E  P  L  Y,  &c. 


S  I  R, 


O  U  have  made  it  neceflary  for  me  to 

Y  E  fpare  a  few  Hours  from  thofe  various 

~  1 


^  Occupations  aflumed  by  myfelf,  or 

allotted  to  me  by  you,  of  a  Country  Gentleman, 
Lawyer,  and  Deputy  Sub-miniftei ,  and  to  de¬ 
dicate  them  to  the  Dilcuflion  of  the  Boole  whic  h 
you  are  pleafed  to  entitle,  The  Military  Argu¬ 
ments ,  in  the  Letter  to  the  Light  Honda  able 
Author  fully  conjidered .  TL  he  Attempt,  pci  haps, 
is  a  bold  one,  but,  as  I  faid,  you  have  made 


it  neceffary  :  I  am  not  either  by  Profeffion  or 
Inclination  a  Pamphleteer.  I  have,  indeed, 
once  taken  the  Pen,  provoked  to  it  neither  by 
Perfonal  nor  Party  Prejudices  and  Refentments, 
and  yet  provoked  to  it  by  fomething  which,  it 
I  can  judge  of  my  own  Heart,  arofe  from  a 
nobler  Caule. 


A  z 


Yet, 
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Yet,  if  Party  Prejudice  and  Refentment  had 
been  all  which  you  had  thought  fit  to  impute  to¬ 
me,  if,  as  you  profefs  to  do,  you  had  confin’d 
yourielf  to  anlwering  the  Military  Arguments 
in  my  Letter,  your  Performance  fhould  have  re¬ 
mained  unnoticed  by  me,  and  I  would  have  left 
you  in  quiet  Polfeffion  of  all  the  Converts  which 
your  Reafoning  could  have  made  to  that  Caufe, 
which  you  have  found  it  right ,  to  defend.  I 
could  have  born  even  more  than  this  from 
Tour  Hands.  If  you  are  the  Man  I  take  you  to 
be,  if  I  do  not  again  miftake  the  Perfon  I  am 
writing  to,  contemptible  as  my  Teftimony  is, 
it  has  often  been  joined  to  that  of  your  belt 
P  riends,  while  I  confidered  you,  as  I  have  de- 
fcribed  you, funding  among  the  firfl  for  Character 
end  Reputation.  On  a  Subject  lo  interefting  and 
delicate  as  the  Reputation  of  a  Soldier,  I  fhould 
have  forgiven  a  Warmth,  though  it  had  been 
carried  even  to  Peevifhnefs.  “  You  fay,  in- 
“  deed,  that  your  Piece  is  an  Argument  and 
“  not  a  Declamation,  that  it  has  no  Sallies  of 
“  Wit  to  engage,  none  of  Ridicule  to  amufe, 

“  no  bold  Strokes  of  Invedlive  to  awaken.” 
Or  Wit  or  Ridicule,  perhaps,  there  is  not  over¬ 
much,  but  the  Reader  mult  not  blame  you  as 
having  totally  neglebted  his  Amulement,  fince 
the  Deficiency  is  amply  fupplied  by  a  large  Pro¬ 
portion  of  coarfe  Scurility  :  Mine  is  Parly  Lan- 

guage. 
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guage,  and  that,  it  feems,  Ton  do  not  delight  te 
talk.  I  fhall  leave  you  to  enjoy  your  own  lan¬ 
guage,  without  entertaining  the  leaft  Ambition 
to  Copy  it.  Yet,  Sir,  I  muft  complain  of  it, 
and  I  have  a  Right  to  complain. — In  the  Letter 
to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Author,  I  do  not 
recollefr,  that  I  have  ufed  an  Exprelilon,  which 
it  would  mifbecome  me  to  avow  in  the  very 
Face  of  the  Perfon  to  whom  that  Piece  is  ad- 
drefs’d.  You,  Sir,  dare  not  avow  your  Lan¬ 
guage  ;  forgive  me.  Sir,  if  I  repeat  the  Ex- 
prefiion.  You  dare  not :  For  If  I  know  you 
right.  You  dare  not  commit  fuch  an  Offence 
to  Decency.  Yet,  in  your  3d  Page,  you  fay, 
that  my  Work  is  not  only  full  of  Malignity, 
but  Falfehood ;  and  in  the  5th  Page,  that  I  have 
not  only  given  up  Common  Senfe,  but  "Truth 
and  Hcnefiy.  Perhaps,  you  already  lament  that 
you  have  ufed  fuch  unjufdfiable  Expreffions. 
Bluntnefs  is  no  Crime  in  a  Soldier,  but  it  fnould 
be  Bluntnefs  of  another  Denomination  *,  not  that 
I  am  apt  to  be  precife  or  captious  :  Veniam  peti - 
anus  damufque.  If  you  know  me,  (and  you  have 
tried  to  defcribe  me)  you  know  that  I  fpeak 
with  Freedom  *,  that  my  Pen  is  free,  that  Piece 
may  Hand  as  a  Proof  againft  me  ;  the  Colours, 
I  own,  were  bold  and  ftrong,  but  if  the  Pencil 
was  rough,  fo,  perhaps,  were  the  Features 
which  it  was  deftin’d  to  delineate :  Yet  to  fhew 
that  I  can  fuit  even  a  delicate  Subjeft,  if  ever  1 

am 
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am  called  upon  to  undertake  a  Piece,  where 
You,  Sir,  fliould  be  to  Hand  as  the  capital  Fi¬ 
gure,  depend  upon  it,  it  ihall  be  worked  up 
in  Oyl. 

I  am  in  1  Ialie  to  examine  thole  PaiTap'es 
which  are  imputed  to  me  as  Aflertions  of  Faffe- 
hood,  and  by  which  I  am  reprefented  as  having 
given  up  my  Pretenfions  to  Truth  and  Honejty. 
1  hey  are  fcattered  thinly  throughout  the  Piece, 
yet  fo  artfully  as  never  to  fuffer  the  Readers  In¬ 
dignation  to  grow  cool ;  1  have  glean’d  them 
with  feme  little  Pains  and  Care  *,  I  will  unite 
them,  and  they  iliall  appear  in  full  Force ;  I 
will  point  the  Battery  to  your  Heart’s  Content : 
without  much  Terror,  I  lhall  march  up  to  the 
Demolition  of  it,  and  will  leave  it’s  Ruins  as  a 
e  nt  ^  i  n  your  own  Words)  of  the  Inge¬ 
nuity,  Candour ,  and  Veracity,  which  you  promile 
lhall  be  found  in  your  Work.  I  will  not  even 
take  that  Protection  which  you  think  I  fhall 
claim  from  innocent  Miftakes  and  fight  Inaccu¬ 
racies  \  and  yet  I  might  claim  it,  towards  a  Piece 
dictated  in  a  Fit  of  honeft  Indignation,  and  pub- 
lifhed,  as  the  Blunders  in  the  very  Language  of 
it  fufficiently  prove,  without  allowing  Time  even 
for  a  Re-Perufal :  But  I  will  take  the  Blame  due 
to  Precipitation,  without  refigning  my  Pre¬ 
tenfions  to  Veracity,  Truth  and  Honefly. 
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The  firft  Inftance  which  you  are  pleafed  to 
o-ive  of  my  Want  of  Candour  and  Veracity  occurs 
fn  your  8th  and  9th  Pages.  You  reprefent  me 
as  arguing  that  the  Board  of  Enquiry  was  more 
properly  conftituted  on  this,  than  on  other  Qc- 
cafions,  becaufe  the  Parties  to  be  tried  hao  been 
negleftful  of  their  Honour ,  and  Suppreffbrs  of  Truth 
end  Evidence :  For  that  in  the  Council  of  \\  ar 
on  the  25th,  the  very  firft  Refolution  was  to  take 
no  Minutes  of  Opinions  *,  and  that  the  Informa¬ 
tions  of  the  Perfons  examined  fhould  not  be 
tranfmitted  to  any  one  *,  and  to  prove  this,  1  re¬ 
fer  to  Page  10  in  the  Enquiry. 

For  my  Juftification  againft  this  Charge  two 
Things  are  neceffary  :  It  is  neceffary  to  the 
Truth  of  the  Accufation  and  of  the  Ju  lice  of 
the  Argument,  that  there  fhall  have,  been  in 
Taft  a  Suppreffion  of  the  Evidence  given  be¬ 
fore  that  Council  of  War.  It  is  neceffary  to 
juftify  my  own  Accuracy  that  the  Proof  01  t.iis 
fhall  appear  in  the  Page  I  have  referred  to.  Now 
as  to  the  laft  of  thefe,  I  confels,  you  have 
caught  me  ;  I  fubmit  myfelf*,  I  bow  the  Knee 
to  your  fuperior  Induftry,  and  I  am  content  to  be 
jed  a  Captive  at  the  Wheels  of  your  triumphal 
Chariot.  Yet  I  could  wifh  to  have  feen  you 
graced  with  other  Triumphs.— The  Proof,  I 

gonfefs,  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Page  I  referred 
*  to, 


T  r 
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to,  and  it  was  a  hafty  Blunder  to  quote  it.--— I 
will  confds  more :  Prejudiced  by  the  Knowledge 
of  what  I  did  know,  my  Hafte  overlooked  time 
me  Evidence  in  that  Page  was  confined  to  the 

tne  Co™f\  °f  War  which  happened  on  the 
“  ” rn  ’  anfi  Aat  the  only  Suppreflion  of  Evi¬ 
dence  there  proved,  could  be  extended  no  fur¬ 
ther  than  to  that  which  induced  the  hidden 
Change  of  Opinion  as  to  the  landing. 

Lut  wnat  has  this  to  do  with  the  real  Fact  ? 
Is  it  lets  true  that  the  Evidence  given  before  that 
Council  ot  War  was  fupprefied,  becaufe  the 
Proot  does  not  appear  in  that  particular  Page 
referred  to?  Is  there  no  other  Evidence?  Or 
will  you  attempt  to  juftify  the  Afiertion  you 
make,  that  in  the  Council  of  War  at  length  an 
thofe  very  Alinut es.  Evidence  and  Information  which, 

I  pefitively  fay,  were  fupprejfed?  Are  the  whole 
Depofitions  of  every  Witnefs  inferted  in  that 
Council  of  War?  You  will  find  I  have  good 
Keaions  to  afk  the  Queftion.  In  a  Council 
of  War  which  lafted  fo  many  Hours,  were  there 
no  Perfons  examined,  nor  Depofitions  ofPrifon- 
ers  read,  befides  Mr.  Clarke  on  one  Side,  and  on 
the  other  Side  Mr.  Bonneville ,  the  Pilot  of  the 
Neptune,  and  the  Priloners  who  confirm’d  the 
fhk-r  oi  the  Neptune's  Account,  and  faid  they 
had  been  fornetime  working  at  the  Fortifica¬ 
tions  ?  V  V  here  are  the  Depofitions  of  thofe  Per¬ 
fons 
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fons  who,  as  Sir  John  Mordaunt  confefles, 
made  the  Contrariety  of  Evidence ,  of  thofe  who 
confirmed,  as  well  as  thofe  who  contradicted 
Colonel  Clarke's  Accounts,  who  fpoke  of  the 
State  of  the  Fortifications,  drat  the  Ramparts 
were  generally  high,  and  of  many  other  Circum¬ 
stances  which  flip  out  accidentally  during  the 
Courfe  of  the  Enquiry  ?  Are  thefe  to  be  found 
in  the  Council  of  War  as  publifloed  ?  Are  they  in 
&ny  other  Manner  tranfmitted  to  •  the  Secretary 
of  State,  or  other  proper  Officers,  in  order  to 
enable  his  Majefty  to  judge  of  the  Grounds  and 
Foundations  on  which  this  Council  of  W ar  came 
to  the  Refolution,  that  the  Attempt  on  Rocbfort 
was  neither  advifeable  nor  practicable  ?  They 
certainly  are  not,  and  therefore,  I  fay,  they  are 
Fupprefled.  But  I  will  confeis  another  Blunder  : 
There  is  not,  as  I  aflerted  there  was,  a  Total 
Supprefiion  of  Evidence.  The  Council  of  War 
has  Hated  very  amply  every  thing  which  made 
for  their  Opinion,  and  they  have  fupprefled  only 
every  thing  which  made  againft  it :  But  as  my 
Argument  tending  to  juftify  the  peculiar  Pro¬ 
priety  of  the  Conftitution  of  this  Board  of  En¬ 
quiry,  becaufe  Evidence  was  fuppreffed,  is  not,  I 
believe,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Reader,  much 
weakened  by  the  prefent  State  of  the  Facts,  I  am 
contented,  that  having  no  Temptation  to  mil're- 
prefent,  he  fliould  judge,  whether  I  intended  to 
mifreprefent,  and  whether  in  this  I  have  forfeited 

B  all 


•  Win1''  ••if- 
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all  Pretenfions  to  Veracity,  Truth  and  Honefhr. 
And  yet,  if  I  have  not  forfeited  them  on  this 
Occafion,  I  lhall  not  be  found  to  have  done  it 
on  any  other ;  and  the  Reader  will  be  furprifed 
to  hnd  that  notwithstanding  all  the  Scurrility  and 
A  11  u  fence  you  have  poured  out,  I  have  not 
err’d  except  in  this  fingle  In  dance,  hardly  in 
tne  Accuracy  even  of  a  Figure  or  a  Letter. 


The  fecund  Instance  which  is  to  prove  my 
v ,  ant  of  Candour ,  Judgement ,  and  Veracity ,  is 
not  pioduced  till  you  have  gone  throuo-h  the 
whole  of  your  great  Reafoning,  and  will  befound 
in  your  54th  Page.  Bonneau,  the  Filherman 
recommended  to  Colonel  Clarke’ s  Examination" 
by  General  Conway’s  own  Aid-de-Camp,  allured 
him  that  the  Part  of  the  Town  next  the  River, 
which  was  open  when  he  law  it  in  the  Year 
5  75 4,  remained  the  fame  on  the  21ft  of  that 
very  Month  after  the  Fleet  came  upon  the  Coalt, 
and  Captain  Hamilton  depofed,  that  in  his  hear¬ 
ing,  Bonneau  told  Captain  Clarke ,  every  thin* 
remain  d  in  the  fame  Situation  and  open.  This 
proved  the  abfolute  Falsehood  of  the  Evidence 
of  Pierre  Girard. ,  who,  you  lay,  depofed,  that 
on  the  20th  it  was  fortified  by  aFafcine  Battery. 

1.  he  Imputation  upon  me  is  that  I  have  aliened, 
this  Infoimation  or  Bonneau’ s  to  have  been  re- 
ported  to  the  General  and  that  he  would  not  be- 

’fve ■  ''A  ^iereas,  you  fay,  you  have  confulted 

-nc  Page  of  tne  Enquiry  I  Jiave  referred  to  in 

tlx; 
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the  Report,  viz.  Page  52,  and  do  not  find 
there,  nor  indeed  any  where  elfe,  that  any  fuch 
Report  was  made  to  the  General ,  much  lefs  that  he 
would  not  believe  it.  I  will  not  accufe  you  of  W ant 
of  Veracity,  Truth,  or  Honefty,  though  you  aflert 
Matters  directly  contradictory  to  Truth,  and 
though  from  the  great  Leifure  you  have  taken 
to  compile  your  elaborate  Arguments,  you  had 
at  lead;  Time  enough  to  have  been  accurate  in 
Facts,  on  which  fuch  bitter  Accufations  were  to 
be  founded.  I  did  not  refer  to  the  5 2d  Page  of 
the  Enquiry  to  prove  the  Report  made  of  this 
Evidence  to  the  General.  I  referred  to  that 
Page  for  the  Evidence  itfelf,  and  in  that  Page 
it  is  to  be  found;  yet  though  you  could  not 
find  there  or  elfewhere  a  Teftimony  that  the 
Report  was  made  of  this  to  the  General,  you 
may  find  it,  whenever  you  pleaie  to  infpect 
the  54th  Page  of  the  Enquiiy.  The  Hiftory 
of  Bonneau  is  continued  to  the  End  of  the 
53d  Page,  and  the  54th  begins  with  a  Quef- 
tion  of  General  Cornwallis  to  Colonel  Clarke , 
whether  he  acquainted  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Englijh  Forces  with  that  Conver¬ 
sation,  to  which  Colon tl-Clarke  anfivers,  that  he 
did  acquaint  him  with  it,  and  alio  General 
Conway ,  and  names  the  Time  and  the  Place. 
Yet  becaufe  you  confulted  one  Part  of  Borman's 
Evidence,  without  troubling  vourlelf  to  read 
even  to  the  End  of  it,  I  am  charged  with 

B  2  having 
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having  neither  Veracity,  Candour,  Truth  or 
Honefty. 

The  next  Attack  upon  me  will  be  found  in 
your  6 1  ft  Page,  where,  before  you  take  Leave 

hdr.  Bonville,  you  relolve  to  obierve  a  re¬ 
markable  Injlance  of  my  Veracity  in  the  Account 
I  give  of  that  Gentleman’s  Evidence,  and 
which  I  ftate  to  have  been,  a  Belief  and  Ap- 
prehenfion  that  when  he  was  at  Rochefort  there 
was  Water  in  the  Ditch.  Whereas  you  infill 
from  the  Evidence  of  the  Council  of  War  it- 
felf,  and  from  the  Teftimony  of  the  Perfons 
who  compofed  it,  he  depofed  pofitively  there  was. 
//  atcy  there.  Yet  I  had  laid,  and  you  mock 
^  ^  Expreflion,  that  I  was  well  founded  in  my 
Aftertions  on  this  Point.  Permit  me  then  to 
lhew  you  the  Foundation  on  which  I  aflerted 
every  thing  which  relates  to  Mr.  Bonville ;  and 
the  Reader  will  not  think  that  I  was  ralh  in 
my  Aftertions,  when  I  fay  they  are  founded 
on  the  Authority  of  Mr.  Bonville  himfelf,  con¬ 
firmed  by  General  Conway.  Aftonilhed  to  find 
this  Evidence  before  the  Officers  who  com- 
pofed  the  Council  of  War,  reprelented  as  it  is 
dated  in  the  Copy  of  that  Council  delivered 
in  to  the  Minifters,  he  wrote  a  Letter  to  a  great 
Officer  in  order  to  juftify  himfelf,  which  Let¬ 
ter  I  had  feen  when  I  made  thofe  Aftertions, 
anti  the  Original  of  which  I  have  now  obtained. 

That 
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That  the  Accounts  contained  in  this  Letter  are 
true,  I  am  convinced,  becaufe  Mr.  Bonville  ap¬ 
peals  for  the  Truth  of  it  to  General  Conway, 
the  Letter  itfelf  was  fhewn  by  the  great  Officer 
who  received  it  to  General  Conway ,  and  who 
allied  him  whether  the  Contents  were  true,  to 
which  that  General  was  pleafed  to  anfwer,  that 
he  believed,  they  might  be  true ,  though  he  did  not 
recoiled:  whether  that  Part  of  what  Mr.  Bonville 
mentions  relative  to  the  filling  the  Ditch  with 
Sand-bags,  was  mentioned  at  or  after  the 
Council  of  War.  After  the  Preamble  of  Ad- 
drels  Mr.  Bonville  fays,  “  That  one  Day 
“  General  Conway  ffiewing  me  a  Plan  of 
“  Rochfcrt ,  afked  me  if  ever  I  had  been 
“  there,  and  if  there  was  Water  in  the  Ditch. 
“  I  told  him  that  I  had  only  jujl  pafj'ed  through 
“  It,  that  I  had  indeed  gone  round  it,  and  that 
“  it  appeared  to  me  there  was  J'ome  Water  in  it. 
“  Je  N’avois  fait  qu’ypaffer,  que  j’en  avois  fait 
“  le  Tour  a  la  Verite  et  qu’il  me  paroifloit  y 
“  avoir  de  l’eau.”  Obferve,  not  full  of  Wa¬ 
ter  all  round,  as  mif-ftated  in  the  Council  of 
War,  but  fame  Water  in  it.  “  Some  Days  a f- 
“  terwards,  a  Pilot,  and  a  Sailor  told  him  there 
“  was  not  Water  conflantly ;  but  they  could  let 
“  Water  in  it  when  theychofe,  and  that  they  did 
“  fo  whenever  they  cleaned  the  Bitch  which 
“  adjoined  to  the  Rochelle  Gate,  at  which  there 
was  conflantly  Water.  A  little  afterwards 
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*  they  held  a  Council  of  War,  at  which  1 
“  was  ordered  to  attend.  I  faid  there  the  fame 
which  I  had  faid  to  General  Conway,  Je  re- 
“  pondis  de  meme  que  j’avois  fait  au  General 
cc  C.  Mr.  Clarke  afterwards  urged  to  me  that 
“  I  might  have  feen  a  little  Water  there  quel- 
“  que  peu  d’Eau  caufed  either  by  Rain  or  the 
“  Marfhes,  but  that  there  were  in  the  Ditch, 
“  at  certain  Diftances,  little  Hillocks  of  Earth. 
“  To  this  1  anfwered,  that  my  whole  Curiofity 
<c  being  fixed  upon  the  Dock,  and  not  having 
cc  examined  the  Fortifications  in  the  Manner  he 
had  done ,  I  could  fay  nothing  about  that 
Circumftance  of  the  Hillocks.”  Compare 
thefe  Paflages  in  Mr.  Bonville" s  Letter,  for  the 
Truth  of  which  he  makes  a  folemn  Appeal  to 
General  Conway ,  and  to  the  Truth  of  which 
that  General  did  pleafe  to  aflent,  with  what  is 
afierted  in  the  Council  of  War  ;  and  then,  Sir, 
let  me  intreat  the  Favour  of  you  to  revifeyour 
own  Exprefiions  and  Reflexions  on  my  Vera¬ 
city  and  my  Afiertions  on  this  Head.  Yet  I 
will  not  retort  either  upon  you,  or  the  Council 
of  War,  the  Want  of  Honefty  or  Veracity  in 
fo  groisly  mif- ftating  and  mifreprefenting  Mr. 
Bonville ’s  Evidence  at  that  Council.  Is  there 
no  Difference  between  a  Ditch  which  appeared 
to  one  Perfon  on  a  curfory  View  to  have  fome 
Water  in  it ,  and  which  others  faid  could  have 
Water  let  into  it  by  Sluices  for  the  Purpofe  of 

cleaning 
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cleaning  it,  and  a  Bitch  full  of  Water  all  round 
the  ‘Town.  Yet  as  I  have  received  the  fame 
Complaints  of  other  Evidences  being  mif-ftated 
in  that  Council  of  War,  I  mult  repeat  a  Wifh 
I  made  in  the  Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Author,  that  the  IVhole  of  the  ILvidence  which 
was  laid  before  that  Council  had  been  produced, 
and  in  the  very  Words  of  the  Witnelfes.  1 
will  not  fuppole  that  there  was  an  Intention  to 
mif-ftate  or  to  deceive  others,  but  there  cer¬ 
tainly  was  a  fomething  which  led  them  to  de¬ 
ceive  themfelves. 

Permit  me  to  return  to  another  terrible  Ac- 
cufation  again!!  the  plain  Country  Gentleman ’s 
Veracity,  whicli  is  to  be  found  in  your  Pages 
40  and  41,  and  which  my  Halle  (for  I  write 
again  in  great  Halle)  had  almoft  overlooked. 
You  accufe  me  of  having  ufurped  the  Credit 
®f  Admiral  Knowles  s  d  eftimony  in  Support  of 
the  Depofitions  of  Admiral  Broderick  and  the 
Captains  who  were  fent  to  found  aixl  find  a 
Landing-place.  Though  you  write  but  fiowly, 
yet  you  mull  have  read  with  great  Precipita¬ 
tion,  or  elfe  you  would  have  found  fome  few 
Reafons  to  believe  that  I  could  not  think  the 
deft i monies  of  Admiral  Broderick  Hood  in 
Need  of  the  Support  of  Mr.  Knowles.  You 
would  have  found  that  I  refer  to  that  great 
Name  to  confirm  a  Faft  which  he  alone  had 

chole 
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«  t 

thole  to  prove.  For  greater  Force  and  PerfpictE 
ity  to  my  Argument,  I  had  thrown  together  in  one 
Paragraph  the  Evidence  of  the  feveral  Perfons 
whole  Names  ftand  together  at  the  Beginning 
of  it.  Mr.  Knowles  had  chofe  to  prove  that  it 
was  impofllble  to  approach  Four  as  with  Ships, 
for  a  Bomb  would  fly  two  Miles  and  two 
thirds  of  a  Mile,  and  he  could  not  reach  Fou - 
ras  with  a  Bomb.  I  chofe  to  ufe  this  Proof 
for  another  Purpole,  for  which  it  was  not  ori¬ 
ginally  calculated,  that  if  a  Bomb  would  fly 
two  Miles  and  two  thirds,  the  Ground  behind 
the  Sand  Hills,  which  were  but  forty  Yards 
from  the  Water  Edge,  and  to  which  the 
Bomb  Ketches  might  have  advanced  within  a 
Mile  and  a  half,  and  at  high  Water  within  a 
quarter  of  a  Mile,  might  be  rendered  a  little  un- 
pleafant  to  Troops  which  were  encamped  there. 
But  you  recapitulate  the  Evidences  of  the  other 
Witnefles,  you  flop  your  Quotation  fhort  and  o- 
mit  only  the  very  Words  ufed  by  Admiral  Knowles* 
and  then  you  abufe  my  Veracity,  in  taking  the 
Credit  of  Admiral  Knowles' s  Teftimony  to  the 
other  Fa£fs  which  Admiral  Broderick  had  fuffici- 
entlyeftablifhed.  Yet  thefe  repeated  grofs  Mifre- 
prefentations  of  me  are  not  only  the  Caufes  of 
your  Scurrility,  but  the  Proofs  of  the  Ingenuity , 
Candour  and  Veracity  of  your  own  Work.  Suffer 
me,  before  I  leave  this  Point,  to  do  Honour 
to  your  facetious  Reprefentation  of  the  Country 

Gentleman* 
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Gentleman,  indeed,  who  took  it  into  his  Head* 
that  Troops  might  be  driven  from  their  Ground 
by  Bombs  :  But  I’ll  tell  you  where  he  got  this 
Idea.  He  heard  this  very  Propofition  made  by 
one  of  our  moft  confiderable  Engineers  in  the 
Cafe  of  landing  Troops  within  Mufket  Shot 
bf  a  Wood,  and  he  thought  that  if  a  Body  of 
Foot  concealed  in  a  Wood  might  be  annoyed 
by  Bombs  thrown  among  them,  a  Body  of 
Horfe  and  Foot,  which  were  fuppofed  to  be 
'encamped  behind  the  Sand  Blills  in  an  open 
Plain,  would  not  fare  quite  fo  well  He  had 
been  led,  likewife,  to  transfer  the  Idea  by  the 
Queftion  being  alked  of  Admiral  Broderick  by 
the  General  in  Chief  of  the  Expedition,  whe¬ 
ther  this  Service  could  not  have  been  performed 
by  the  Bomb  Ketches  ;  and  by  Admiral  Bro¬ 
derick's  Anfwer,  that  doubtlefs  Troops,  hid 
behind  the  Sand  Hills,  might  be  fo  annoyed,. 
But  you  laugh  at  the  Idea.  You  fhould,  how¬ 
ever,  be  merciful,  when  you  exercife  your 
Wit  in  Arguments  of  this  Nature,  againft  one 
who  is,  indeed ,  a  Country  Gentleman,  who 
has  lived  as  fuch  great  Part  of  his  Life,  and 
is  much  lefs  folicitous  than  you  may  imagine 
about  being  any  thing  elfe.  In  fuch  Arguments 

the  Match  is  unequal,  for  you  are,  inaced ,  a 
Soldier. 

All  this  is  for  my  own  Jollification :  I  afk 
the  Readers  Pardon,  but  the  Accufation  was 

C  not 
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hot  only  coarfe,  but  ftrong,  and  it  became  me 
to  vindicate  myfelf. 

i  am  no  more  a  Friend  to  Boards  of  Enquiry 
than  you  are;  they  are  feldom  to  be  juffiried 
vvnen  the  1  arties  to  be  examined  are  afterwards 
to  be  tried  at  a  Court  Martial  for  the  fame  Of¬ 
fence.  Yet  in  this  Cafe,  the  Party  tried  at  the 
Court  Martial  had  no  Reafon  to  complain  of  the 
double  1  rial :  You  may  difpute,  but  you  can¬ 
not  deftroy,  the  Prerogative ;  the  juft  and  ne- 
ceflary  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  to  difmifs 
from  its  Service  fuch  Officers  as  have  mifbe- 
haved,  even  though  they  are  not  punifhable  by 

the  Articles  of  War. - Such  might  have  been 

the  Cafe  at  prefent.  The  Expedition  had  failed  ; 
the  Murmurs  of  the  People  called  upon  the 
Juftice  of  the  Crown  to  enquire  into  the  Caufc 
of  its  Failure.  In  Matters  of  Juftice,  which 
may  be  attended  with  Punifhmcnts,  the  Crown 
is  always  to  adt  by  the  Advice  of  its  Minifters. 
Was  the  Crown,  in  this  Cafe,  to  take  a  Repre- 
fentation  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Generals  from 
thofe  Minifters,  the  Honour  of  whole  Schemes 
might,  as  you  fay,  depend  upon  the  Condemna¬ 
tion  of  the  Officers  who  were  to  execute  them? 
That  would  have  been  hard.  And  it  was  no 
Inftance  of  Perfecution,  that  the  Confcience  of 
the  Crown  was  in  this  Cafe  to  be  informed  in 
an  unufual  Method,  by  taking  the  Reprefenta- 

tion 
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tiori  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Minifters,  and 
'  coriftituting  a  Council  of  Officers,  of  Rank  and 
Capacity,  and  whofe  Difpofitions  were  at  lead, 
not  unfavourable  to  the  Perfons  whofe  Conduct 
was  to  be  examined  •,  this,  therefore,  was  a 
Board  of  Enquiry,  eftablifhed  on  a  juftifiable 
Principle.  When  in  this  Board  the  Condudt  of 
the  Officers  had  been  fo  fully  enquired  into  and 
condemned. ,  it  was  not  an  Inftance  of  Perfecution, 
that  no  Puniffiment  followed  it  *,  yet  who  ad~ 
vifed  the  Appointment  of  the  Board,  I  declare 
to  you  I  know  not.  Nor  do  I  know  who  it  was 
that  advifed  the  Appointment  of  a  Court  Martial 
to  tiy  a  Condudt  already  examined  and  con¬ 
demned  by  the  Board  of  Enquiry.  But  I  ffiould 
believe  that  whoever  gave  this  Advice,  gave  it 
with  no  unfriendly  Intention  to  the  General  in 
Chief  of  the  Expedition :  Had  he  been  acquit¬ 
ted  by  the  Board,  it  would  have  been  harffi  to 
have  appointed  a  new  Court,  and  a  new  Trial, 
in  hopes  to  condemn  him.  Yet  that  Harffinefs, 
a  poor  General,  now  in  his  Grave,  did  meet 
with  not  many  Years  fince  :  But  being  already 
condemned,  it  was  a  JMeafure  rather  of  a  fofter 
Nature  to  appoint  a  new  Court  and  a  new  Trial, 
in  which  he  might  have  a  Chance  to  be  acquit¬ 
ted.  Yet  the  Points  to  be  determined  wrere  by 
no  Means  the  fame  *,  in  the  firft,  the  Queftion 
was,  whether  the  Expedition  had  failed  through 
the  Mifbehaviour  of  the  Perfons  who  were  to 

C  2  conduct 
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conduct  it  •  the  Judges  determined,  that  it  did 
fail  through  their  Miflbehaviour.  In  the  Court 
Martial,  the  Queftion  was,  whether  this  Mis¬ 
behaviour  was  comprehended  within  the  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  War,  fo  as  to  fubjedt  the  Party  to  ca¬ 
pital  Punifhment  The  Judges  determined 
that  it  did  not.  Both  the  Determinations  are 
confident,  and  thofe  who  pronounced  the  Sen¬ 
tence  of  the  Board  of  Enquiry  might  have  fub- 
fcribed  their  Names  to  the  Sentence  of  the 
Court  Martial ;  nay,  I  have  heard  fomething 
of  a  Declaration  from  one  of  the  Generals  who 
fat  at  the  Board,  that  he  was  ready  to  do  fo  : 
My  Opinions  are  not  worth  knowing,  yet  if 
you  have  any  Curiofity  to  know  it  on  this  Oc- 
cafion,  I  am  free  to  declare,  that  I  think  the 
Court  Martial  did  right.  Unjudifiable  as  the 
Condudi  of  the  Generals  feems  even  to  me,  I 
do  not  think  they  incurred  the  Penalty  of  Ca¬ 
pital  Punifhment  under  the  Article  of  Difo- 
bedience  of  Orders. 

On  the  other  Side,  I  will  avow  my  O- 
pinion,  that  the  Crown  was  well  advifed  to  ex- 
ercife  its  Prerogative  of  Punifhment,  at  lead, 
fo  far  as  it  hath  done.  I  fay  advifed,  for  tho’ 
Rewards  and  Honours  flow  ever  from  the  Grace 
and  Bounty  of  the  King,  Juftice  never  is  exe¬ 
cuted,  Punifhments  are  never  inflidted  but  by 
the  Advice  of  his  Council.  Thofe  Men  are 

unworthy 
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unworthy  of  their  Situations  who  prefume  tq 
fland  near  the  Throne  on  any  other  Terms, 
But  though  they  are  to  be  the  Fountains  of 
jp^ifjijFment  *uoioen  it  is  infihlcd^  and  not  of  Re¬ 
wards,  they  are  not  bound  to  fupport  the  Im¬ 
putation  of  having  advifed  Punifhments  which 
are  not  inflitted  ;  and  therefore  your  Reflexion 
upon  them,  Page  io.  for  having  advifed  the 
King  to  Jlrip  a  Gentleman  of  his  Commiffion ,  be- 
caufe  he  had  given  his  Opinion,  may  be  pro¬ 
nounced  to  be  as  falfe  as,  confidering  the  pre- 
fent  Situation  of  Things,  it  was  infolent  and 
indecent.  For  my  own  Part  I  am  fincerely  glad 
that  all  thofe  Gentlemen  who  are  no  longer 
continued  on  the  Staff  of  General  Officers, 
find  it  confiftent  with  their  Honour  to  keep 
their  Commiffions.  As  Colonels  of  Regi¬ 
ments  they  may  yet  do  great  Service  to  their 
Country,  and  I  dare  fay  they  do  not  want  the 
Inclination. 

You  have  an  excellent  Headpiece  for  Fi¬ 
gures  •,  no  Man  has  a  better,  and  you  ufe  them 
with  a  Jugler’s  Dexterity :  The  Balls  you  play 
with  are  one,  or  three,  or  a  Dozen,  juft  as  you 
pleafe  to  call  for  them.  Not  any  of  the  Ge¬ 
nii  in  that  filly  Novel  as  you  call  it,  but  which 
thofe  whofe  Tafte  and  Sagacity  carry  them  a 
little  deeper  than  the  Surface  of  Things,  call  a 
moft  ingenious  and  witty  Satyr,  and  from 

whence 
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whence  you  took  your  Tete  a  Peruque,  could 
raiie  Armies  or  deftroy  them  witli  more  Ex¬ 
pedition  than  you  do.  But  Figures  are  dry 

•Things,  and  who  will  examine  them  ?  I  will. 

\ 

i  he  Accounts  of  the  I  coops  ftationed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Memorial  delivered  to  the  Gene¬ 
rals  by  Authority,  and  which  you  do  not 
deny,  are  as  follows  ; 


To  Minorca,  Corfica,  and  America 

For  Services  in  the  Indies  -  -  - 

Marfhal  d? Eflreef  s  Army  if  it  had 
been  complete  -  -  -  ,  _ 

Richlieii  s  - 

On  the  Mediterranean  Coaft 

Garrifons  from  Sedan  to  Swijferland, 
for  Roufillon  and  Guienne ,  (exclufive 
of  Flanders  and  the  Coaft)  -  - 

From  St.  Valor y  to  Bergue  -  - 

From  Ditto  to  Bonrdeaux  - 


25,000 
-  4*>ooo 

|  92,000 

32,865 
7,000 

40,000 


1 


20,000 

10,000 


2  30,665 


1  o  thefe  you  are  pleafed  to  add  from  your 
own  Accounts 


A  Body  of  Troops  which  you  have! 
found  not  to  be  particularly  dif-  j 
pofed  of  in  the  Memorial,  which  I  y  10,000 
think  fhould  be  32,335,  but  you  I 
ftate  only  at  -----  -  j 


Another 
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Another  Body  of  T roops  you  have 

raifed  from  the  T'ete  a  P erudites  C  11,003 

Country  ' 

145  Companies  of  Invalids,  3  Ditto  ^ 

of  Guards,  Marines,  Swifs  Re-(  71,246 
o-iment.  Bombardiers  and  Militia  3 
Cadets,  unregimented  Invalids,  Mar-  "> 
chauflees  ------  3  /’000 

Militia  Gardes  de  Cotes  1 50  or  -  200,000 


So  that  according  to  your  Accounts  ^ 

the  Total  of  the  French  Troops  C  529,514 
regular  and  irregular  amount  to  3 

0 

If  the  Generals  were  all  of  your  Opinion, 
that  this  was  the  actual  Amount  of  the  French 
Troops,  and  that  they  were  diminifh’d  only  by 
the  few  Handfuls  of  Men  which  were  deducted 
for  Services  out  of  the  Kingdom,  I  do  not  won¬ 
der  that  they  returned  from  the  Expedition  Re 
Intent  at  a.  What  could  8  or  9000  poor  Britons 
do  in  a  Coup  de  main  againft  400,000  alfem- 
bled  at  Rochfort.  In  a  Surprise ,  or  in  a  regular 
Siege ,  indeed,  they  could  have  done  fomething; 
but  at  an  Efcalade,  or  a  Coup  de  main,  what 
could  be  expected  ?  But  you  grow  on  a  fudden 
afhamed  of  your  own  Works,  and  like  Swiff  s 
Traveller  who  fwore  the  Monkey’s  Tail  was 
an  Hundred  Yards  long,  you  cut  off  in  a  Mi¬ 
nute  three  Parts  of  it.  The  Militia  Gardes  de 

Cotes 
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,  '  1 

Cotes  which  you  firft  accurately  allure  in 

“  are  1 50  or  200,000  Men,  Horfe  and  Foot, 
“  with  Officers  commiffion’d  by  the  King  who 
“  were  inftituted  particularly  for  the  Guard  of 
“  the  Coaft,  and  often  encamp’d  for  that  Pur- 
“  pofe  during  the  laft  War,”  you  in  a  Mo¬ 
ment  reduce  to  50,000 :  Pray,  Sir;  why?  Are 
they  exiftent  or  not  exiftent  ?  Reckon  them  for 
what  they  are,  or  do  not  reckon  them  at  all. 
But  I  can  no  longer  follow  your  ridiculous  Cal¬ 
culations,  founded,  indeed,  on  Pont  neuf  In¬ 
telligence; 

I 

'  I  '  « 

The  Memorial  delivered  by  Authority?  which 
I  do,  and  the  Generals  ought  to  have  believed, 
as  containing  a  juft  Account  of  the  French 
Troops,  gives  196,000  Regulars,  which  your 
minute  and  accurate  Accounts  make  up  but 
168,360*  and  the  Militia  and  Invalids  are 
ftated  as  67,000,  making  together  263,000 : 
The  particular  Deftinations  of  230,665  are 
ftated  to  be  either  abroad,  or  placed  on  the 
Coafts  and  Frontiers  j  Flanders  and  that  Coaft 
only  excepted :  The  Remainder  therefore  are  to 
be  diftributed  in  the  whole  Interior  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  Guards  about  the  King’s  Perfon  and 
Houfhold,  Garrifons  for  the  whole  Frontier  to¬ 
wards  Flanders  and  the  adjoining  Coaft.  But 
the  material  Queftion  was,  what  were  the 
Troops  on  that  Coaft  towards  which  our  Arma¬ 
ment 
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ment  was  deftined.  Thefe  appear  to  have  been 
very  few  10,000  only  for  900  Miles  of  Coaft 
full  of  Fortifications,  and  thefe  not  Effeftives, 
but  nominal,  and  including  Regular  Troops, 
Invalids  and  Militia. 

But  there  is  another  Inftance  of  your  Dex¬ 
terity  in  Figures  :  In  your  Accounts  of  the 
Armies  of  Hanover ,  you  exprefsly  declare  that 
the  French  Army  was  ftronger  than  tne  odiei 
by  50,000  Men,  and  you  more  than  hint  that 
the  Army  which  was  to  oppole  the  French , 
was  25,000  only.  The  Alemonal  tells  t  gu, 
that  if  d’Etrees's  Army  had  been  complete,  ;t 
amounted  to  92,000.  But  every  one  knows  tnat 
it  was  remarkably  incomplete,  and  it  die. 
enter  into  Germany  with  much  more  tnan  7  J-,qco 
From  thefe,  Detachments  were  matte  to  taic^. 

'  Pofieffion  of  Hep  Capl,  and  to  keep  Polls 
in  the  Countries  through  which  they  were  to 
pals:  fo  that  to  luppofe  65,000  Men  at  the 
Battle  of  Haftenbeck  is  making  a  larger  Allow¬ 
ance  for  it  than  probably  was  true  :  W  hat  the 
Hanoverian  Army  was  at  tnat  Battle  I  cannot 
exactly  fay :  But  after  the  Lofs  of  that  Day, 
after  the  Meltings  natural  to  a  retiring  Army, 
it  confifted,  according  to  Returns  made  on 
Oath,  upon  the  Day  that  the  Convention  of 
Neutrality  was  figned,  of  40,000  euechve 
Men  with  Arms  in  their  Hands,  and  above 

D  3 000 
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b>°°°  *n  L^e  Hoipitals.  But  I  iiippole  it  had 
received,  feme  how  or  other,  fome  great  Aug- 
mentation  during  the  Continuation  of  the  Neu¬ 
trality,  fince  the  Moment  it  was  broke,  this 
Aimy  reprefented  to  be  weaker  than  that  of 
the  French  by  50,000  Men,  which,  during  the 
vhole  Summer,  could  hardly  run  away  fait  e- 
nough,  which  gave  up  every  Port,  River  and 
Defile,  without  fo  much  as  a  Difpute,  except 
that  at  haftenbeck ,  on  a  fudden  became  the  pur- 
linng  Army,  and  drove  before  them  this  Su¬ 
periority  or  50,000,  till  they  could  fhelter 
themielves  behind  Rivers,  Walls,  and  Intrench- 
ments,  leaving  at  the  fame  Time  a  Body  of 
'Troops  to  carry  on  the  Siege  of  Harbourg.  Was 
tins  the  Conlequence  of  an  Augmentation  in 
the  Hanover  Army,  or  was  it  the  Effeft  of 
that  new  Syftem  of  W  ar,  that  Fete  a  Peruque 
Generallhip,  which  with  fo  much  Wit  and  Fru- 
oence  you  ridicule.  But  the  poor  Country 
Gentleman  has  ftrange  Notions  of  Generallhip. 
Reafoning  and  Thinking  make  no  Part,  you 
fry,  in  his  Idea  of  a  General,  and  the  Whole 
he  demands  from  him  is  to  aft.  You  miftake 
me  :  I  would  have  him  do  both  in  their  due 
Seafon.  But  do  not  let  him  miftake  the  Seafon  \ 
do  not  let  him  be  doubting,  hefitating  and  rea¬ 
foning,  and,  perhaps,  confulting  his  Books, 
when  he  ought  to  be  afting.  If  it  muft  be 
that  he  can  only  do  one  of  them,  recommend 
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sne  to  'the  honeft  hardy  fite  a  Peruque ,  who 
will  at  leaft  do  fomething  for  his  Country  be¬ 
fore  he  fneaks  about  his  Moufe-Trap,  and  be¬ 
comes  a  Speftacle  of  Contempt. 

But  you  are  not  content  to  vindicate  tire 
Conduct  ot  the  Generals,  through  the  Accidents 
which  had  happened  between  the  Time  of  re- 
foivino-  on  the  Expedition,  and  the  1  nine  ot 
executing  it :  You  muft  go  a  little  further,  and 
condemn  the  Projedt  itielf-,  or,  at  leaft,  the 
Mode  in  which  this  Projeft  was  to  be  executed, 
and  which  you  infill  was  folely  on  the  toot  of 
a  Surprife.  You  then  proceed  to  fnew  us  witn 
infinite  Learning,  the  Sentiments  of  various 
Authors,  in  their  Chapters  on  Surpnfes  •,  and 
vou  prove,  I  think,  to  Demonftration,  that  not 
one  of  the  Requifites  which  they  annex  to  the 
Idea  of  a  Surprife  was  to  be  found  •,  foi  oui 
Troops  could  not  go  in  the  Space  of  one  Day 
from  England  to  Rochefort ;  there  was  no  In¬ 
telligence  where  the  Centinels  were  placed,  nor 
at  what  Hours,  nor  in  what  Mannei  tucy  went 
their  Rounds  •,  and  befides,  the  Nights  were 
not  dark,  for  the  Moon  fiione.  1  hele  Circum- 
ftances,  fortunately  difcovered  alter  our  Gene- 
rals  o-ot  to  Rochefort ,  weie  iO  convincing,  tn.-- 
one  muft  be  obftinate  indeed  to  refute  one’s 
Afient  to  the  Impradticability  of  aSurprn'e,  as 
founded  on  the  Opinions  of  fuch  Authors. 

D  2  ^V‘ ' 
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Liu,  unfortunately,  it  feems  none  0f 
learned  Authors  have  any  Chapters  on  Coups 
de  main,  for  if  they  had,  I  doubt  not,  they 

would  nave  oeen  produced  to  prove  the  equal 
if  Z? !  !  7  °f  that  M°de  0f  Attack-  Yet 

1-rned'r  r‘i  ^  Chapters’  unlefs  0l,r 

yerscdl  it'Tr -d?fc°Vered’  as  theLaw‘ 
ihe  :  ,  ;  "PenPoint,  I  fhould  fear  that 

y  -  -Id  full  have  been  loft  in  Reafonino- 

St'?  1  rCmember  a  Circumftance 

which ’th  7  LarS.  aS°’  llaPpened  to  me,  and 
a  the  learned  Parts  of  your  Book  brought 

F  rmy  Memoi7-  ^  paffing  through  a 
i  o.ugn  Country  (for  Country  Gentleman  as  I 

t  'T1’  r°nCe’  Accident,  breath’d  Foreign  Air) 

anWab,  /  3  Kt  °f  *  I  enquired  for 

•  one  h  *'  7iaan’ . and  was  recommended  to 

‘  Wr°  at  that  T1™  flood  among  the  firji  for 

tatter  and  Reputation.  He.was  a  Book-read 
Doa°r,  though  I  think  no  Heaven- born  Phy- 

ie  came  ro  me,  enquired  minutely 
r  F  r  re  Cirtumftances  of  my  Conftitution 

•  nd  Dneafe,  and  entered  them  with  a  Pen  into 

71  T1  Canicd  in  Pocket 

.n  I  had  gone  through  the  Detail  of  my 
r  ;  ne  feemed  abforbed  in  Thought  and 

Keafomncr  Arl-.fi-  ;  •  lL  *iiq 

I  w-mu-'H  ^  Pa  nt  trough  Pain, 

;!  r;  "  t0  1^rUpt  and  to  aft<  him 
-.  a,  he  propofcd  to  Do  for  me.  He  told 

me 
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me  with  great  Gravity  and  Candour,  that  he 
was  a  good  deal  perplexed,  for  that  in  all  his 
Reading  he  did  not  remember  a  Cafe  cir- 
cumftanced  exactly  as  mine  was,  but  allured 
me,  he  would  take  due  Pains  in  confidering  the 
Whole  of  it  before  the  next  Morning.  Pie 
returned  at  the  appointed  flour,  re-examined 
the  Symptoms,  and  compared  them  with  fome 
Notes  he  brought  on  a  Paper.  At  laft,  lhaking 
his  Head,  he  declared,  that  though  he  applied 
himfelf  to  his  Books  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
Night,  he  could  not  find  my  Cafe  defcribed 
he  therefore  pronounced  it  impracticable  to  Do 
any  Thing  for  me,  and  actually  left  me  to  my 
Tortures,  not  only  with  the  Cure  infefta,  but 
tntentata.  Yet  1  hold  his  Memory  in  RefpeCt 
,‘C  was  a cautious  honeft  Man,  and  a  Reafone/ 

fidan  33  1  faid  befbrC’  n°  Heaven'bom  Phy’ 


or  Minilt  1  \L  P  3Ce’  y°U  fay’  the  Minifters, 

this^rof  l’  t  n°  Uffident  Foundab°n  for 
u  Let  US  confider  that  Point :  The 
great  orce  of  the  Enemy,  both  by  Sea  and 

Land,  was  drawn  away  from  their  own  r 

The  Naval  Force  wal  fent  toSftot^f 

thdr  Colonies,  rise  Land  Force  I  f  ^‘°n  °* 

;Z  XV  T  reVengeful  Views  in  Ger- 

polbd  r  ft  M  tn,CM  Were  thl!S  naked  and  ex- 

wif  do.  !  ftnKu  aL  °W  at  their  vei7  Heart  was 
‘  11  rriiuent-  To  deflroy  their  Naval 

Force 
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Force,  and  to  preferve  our  own  Superiority  on 
that  Element  by  which  we  exift  as  a  People, 
lhould  be  our  firft  View.  The  Situation  of  their 
Country  was  accurately  examined.  A  Blot  was 
difcovered.  Brejl  and  T oulon  were  ftrong,  but 
Rochefort  was  v/eak.  This  Weaknefs  was  over¬ 
look’d  by  the  French  Government.  Nothing 
had  been  done  to  the  Fortifications  for  70  Years. 
They  did  not  even  confider  it  as  a  fortified 
Town.  They  overlook’d  it’s  Weaknefs  during 
the  whole  laft  War,  even  though  public  Prepa¬ 
rations  were  made  for  an  Attack  on  their  Coaft, 
and  thofe  Preparations  executed,  yet  ftill  the  In¬ 
attention  to  Rochefort  continued.  An  excellent 
and  able  Engineer ,  (whom  on  this  Occafion  you 
are  plealed  to  call  only  an  Officer ,)  who  vifited  the 
Piace,  juft  before  the  Commencement  of  the 
War  (not  as  you  are  pleafed  to  fay,  palling 
through  it  for  Curiofity  but)  with  a  View  to 
make  fuch  Difcoveries  as  might  bring  Honour 
to  himfelf  and  Service  to  his  Country,  in  cafe  a 
War,  which  then  was  fufpe&ed,  lhould  break 
out  afrefh,  reported,  on  a  minute  and  accurate 
Examination,  the  abfolute  Impofiibility  of  it  s 
being  defended  againft  a  vigorous  Attack, 
without  a  large  Body  of  Troops.  There  was 
no  fuch  Body  of  Troops,  nor  in  the  Space  of  a 
few  Days  could  they  be  collefted  •,  but  tire 
whole  Succefs  depended  on  the  Prefervation  of 
the  Secret,  as  to  the  particular  Spot,  which  was 
to  be  the  Deftination  of  the  Armament,  which 
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in  this  Country  muft  be  very  public  :  Yet  if  this 
Secret  was  kept,  we  had  the  Experience  of  the 
laft  War  to  prove  that  a  mere  Preparation  of 
an  Armament  would  not  induce  the  French  to 
fortify  Rochefort.  This  Idea  of  the  Admini- 
ftration  was  foon  juftified  by  the  Events,  and 
the  Delays  which  you  fet  forth  as  fo  ruinous  to 
the  Scheme,  that  fome  of  the  Cabinet  Coun¬ 
cilors  Ihook  their  wife  Heads,  and  laid  the 
Opportunity  was  over,  were  on  the  contrary  of 
the  greateft  Service,  and  made  it  every  thing 
but  impoffible  not  to  fucceed.  For  the  French 
alarmed  at  our  Preparations,  yet  reiolved  not 
to  abandon  their  Glory,  and  the  Purfuit  of  an 
Army  flying  before  them,  drew  together  their 
remaining  Strength  to  defend  what  was  of 
mofl:  Confequence,  the  Docks  and  Harbour 
ot  Brejl.  Of  this  there  was  repeated  Intel¬ 
ligence  :  The  Adminiftration  knew  it :  The 
Generals  themfelves  knew  it  at  at  the  Time 
they  failed  from  the  IJle  of  Wight.  There 
were  Alarms  indeed  on  the  whole  Coafl, 
that  is,  the  People  were  terrified  and  alarmed  ; 
every  Town  thought  itfelf  the  deftined  Objeft  ; 
but  their  Government  was  deceived ;  and 
thought  only  Breft  to  be  the  ObjeCt.  The 
very  Preparations  we  made  contributed  to  de¬ 
ceive  them.  They  knew  the  Weaknefs  of 
Rochefort  and  Rochelle:  Both  the  Towns  were 
open :  The  firft  never  was  fortified  •,  the  For- 

tifi  car  ions 
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tifications  of  the  latter  lay  in  Ruins.  They 
heard  that  a  great  Number  of  Capital  Ships 
were  ordered  on  the  Expedition :  They  heard 
of  the  Embarkation  of  Quantities  of  Artillery : 
Could  thefe  Preparations  be  made  to  take  a 
Town  which  a  Party  of  HuJJars  would  have 
entered  without  Oppofition  ?  It  fed med  im- 
poffible,  and  they  concluded  that  Brejl  was  the 
Objedt  of  the  Armament,  fmce  the  Strength 
of  Brejl  alone  could  require  battering  Ships 
and  battering  Cannon.  The  Generals  had  the 
fulleft  Evidence  of  this,  and  you  yourfelf  ad¬ 
mit  the  Evidence  without  feeing  the  Force  of 
it.  You  produce  Intelligence  that  they  had 
collected  7000  Troops  at  Brejl ,  which  were 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  10,000  allotted  for 
that  immenfe  Tradt  of  Coaft.  Motions  of 
T roops  from  the  Inland  Parts  there  were  none. 
Ships  could  bring  no  Intelligence  of  fuch  Mo¬ 
tions,  but  the  confidential  Correfpondents, 
which  it  is  pretty  plain  we  have  in  that  Coun¬ 
try,  would  have  lent  fuch  Intelligence,  had 
there  been  fuch  Motions.  But,  as  I  laid,  there 
were  none.  With  this  glorious  Profpedt  did 
the  Fleet  depart.  It  is  not  what  every  Gaf* 
coon,  or  every  lying  Dutchman  fa  id  that  was  to 
be  credited,  but  what  the  French  Government 
did.  Yet  our  reafoning  Generals  never  could 
fee  the  Thing  in.  the  proper  Lights.  Struck 
with  Chimeras  of  fanciful  Imaginations  every 

Cir: 
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Circumftance  of  Hope  and  Encouragement 
was  changed  to  Horror  and  Defpair.  I  have 
already  fhewn  how  at  the  Council  of  War 
they  interpreted  Bonville  s  Evidence.  Take 
another  Proof  how  little  they  were  able  to  do, 
the  only  Thing  they  attempted,  to  reafon.  It 
is  plain  you  are  one  of  the  Officers  employed 
on  the  Expedition,  for  you  have  imbibed  the 
fame  Terrors  as  the  Council  of  War  did,  and 
which  have  perverted  not  only  your  Reafon, 
but  your  Eyefight.  One  of  the  many  Intelli¬ 
gences  of  Terror  was  a  Letter  which  Captain 
Cleveland  fent  to  the  Admiralty,  which  the  Ge¬ 
nerals  in  their  Defence  laid  much  Strefs  upon, 
and  which  you  have  adopted  for  the  fame  Pur- 
pole  for  which  they  ufed  it.  The  Lieutenant 
of  the  Butch  Man  of  War,  which  came  im¬ 
mediately  from  Rochelle ,  told  Captain  Cleveland, , 
you  fay.  Page  34.  that  the  Englijh  were  then 
expected  at  Rochelle  \  but  they  thought  themf elves 
fofecure  that  they  were  making  no  Preparations. 
Is  it  poffible  to  think  that  this  Idea  could  have 
occurred  to  any  one  from  the  Letter  which  you 
will  find  in  Captain  Cleveland's  own  Words  in 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Court  Martial,  Page  88. 
Read  it  again  now  in  the  Hour  of  Calmnefs. 
The  Words  are  thefe.  The  Lieutenant  of  the 
Ship  told  me  that  the  French  expected  a  Vifit 
from  us  at  Rochelle ,  but  made  no  Preparation . 
What  more  could  their  Hearts  have  wifhed  ? 

E  The 
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The  People  of  Rochelle  expelled  the  Vifit,  but 
the  French  Government,  like  our  own  in  the 
Cafe  of  Minorca ,  thought  but  of  one  Objeft, 
and  made  no  Preparation.  Yet  the  Chimeras 
of  our  Generals,  inferted  in  Captain  Cleveland's 
•Letter,  that  the  I  rench  thought  themselves  fecure 
at  Rochelle.  It  is  pofilble  after  this,  and  what 
was  proved  before  relative  to  Mr.  Bonville ,  to 
believe  a  Tittle  of  that  Evidence,  faid  to  have 
been  given  to  the  Council  of  War,  which,  I  do 
not  fay,  was  the  Forgery  of  evil  Intention,  but 
was  the  Phantom  of  terrified  and  diftra&ed  I- 
m  aginations. 

When  the  Attack  was  propofed  on  Fouras^ 
the  Generals  afted,  you  fay,  with  proper  Spi¬ 
rit,  for  they  agreed  to  attack  it  by  Land,  pro¬ 
vided  the  Fleet  would,  at  the  fame  Time  at¬ 
tack  it  by  Sea.  Your  Friend  Admiral  Knowles , 
in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court  Martial,  ridi¬ 
cules  this  Idea,  for,  he  fays,  if  you  attacked 
it  by  Land  at  the  fame  Time  they  attacked  it 
by  Sea,  the  Fire  from  Ships  would  deftroy  our 
own  Men.  I,  the  Country  Gentleman,  am  not 
quite  of  his  Opinion,  but  fettle  that  Point  between 
yourfelves.  But  Fill  I  cannot  difeover,  why,  when 
it  was  reported  impoflible  to  attack  it  by  Sea, 
which  had  it  been  accomplifhed  and  fuccefsful, 
would,  as  the  General  of  the  Expedition  own’d, 
have  made  the  refl  of  the  Enterprize  eajy ,  you 
did  not  enquire  and  reconnoitre  whether  it 

could 
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could  not  b t  taken  by  Land  Forces  alone,  be¬ 
fore  you  determined  in  the  Council  oi  •  v  ar, 
that  the  Attempt  on  Rochefort  was  impracti¬ 
cable.  You  blame  my  Difingenuity  for  fuF 
peeling  that  if  Fouras  could  have  been  taken, 
the  Generals  would  have  ventured  to  attack 
Rochefort  even  from  thence.  Yet  you  prove  it 
even  to  a  Demonftration.  After  all  the  Pains 
taken  to  magnify  the  Accounts  of  1  roops  behind 
the  Sand-Hills,  of  Encampments,  Marches  and 
Counter-marches,  of  the  few  who  could  go  at 
a  Time  in  the  Boats  to  Land,  of  the  Difficulty 
of  fupporting  them  :  All  which  are  given  in 
the  two  Trials  as  elaborate  Juftifications  of  the 
Refolution  of  the  Council  of  War  or  the  25th 
not  to  land,  you  difcover  to  us  in  your  37^ 
Page,  that  this  cruel  Board  of  Enquiry  has 
feledled  this,  which  was  the  only  Objection  on 
which  no  Strefs  was  laid,  and  which  is  not 
even  taken  Notice  of  in  the  Council  of  War. 
1  am  fure,  however,  it  is  taken  lullicient  No¬ 
tice  of  by  the  Generals  in  their  Delence.  Now 
you  fay,  that  though  the  Landing  ought  to 
have  been  rifqued  in  Spite  of  ail  tnole  Dangers, 
as  it  might  be  attempted  with  a  trilling  Lofs» 
(Major  Debrifay  having,  you  know,  undertaken 
to  land  with  fifty  Grenadiers  only,)  yet  the 
folid  and  found  military  Objection  arofe  from 
a  total  Want  of  Protection  from  the  Ships  in  Cafe 

of  a  Retreat ,  and  the  total  Infecurity  of  any 
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vwnication  with  the  Fleet ,  from  the  Situation  of 
the  Landing-place  in  the  open  Bay. 

Now  then.  Sir,  condefcend  for  a  Moment 
to  realon  a  little  (lor  Reafoning  is  your  Talent) 
v.-itli  the  poor  Country  Gentleman.  If  thefe 

v.’.ie  the  real  Difficulties  which  prevented  the 

AttacK  upon  Rochefort ,  from  a  Landing  made 
at  Chatelaillon ,  why  would  not  the  fame,  and 
full  infinitely  greater  Difficulties,  have  attended 
any  Attack  to  have  been  made  from  the  land¬ 
ing  at  Lour  as.  "5.  oil  ridicule,  with  infinite 

Compaffion  to  me,  my  Explanation  of  Sir  John 
UgonieRs  friendly  Hints  (mark  the  Term,  Sir, 
not  Infiruftions  as  General  in  Chief  to  a  fub- 
ordinate  Officer,  but  Hints  of  Advice  from 
h  i  *end  to  Friend)  that  as  loon  as  the  Landing 
w  as  made,  they  ffiould  throw  up  an  Entrench¬ 
ment  to  receive  the  Stores  and  to  favour  a  Re¬ 
treat  and  a  Communication  with  the  Ships, 
it  his  you  fay  is  as  ridiculous  as  to  conftitute  a 
Tcte  clu  Pont  without  having  any  Bridge  to 
join  to  it,  for  the  Communication  would  have 
been  interrupted  by  Winds  and  Waves.  Per¬ 
haps  fo.  Sir  ;  but  would  Four  as  have  been  any 
more  than  a  'Pete  du  Pont  ?  My  Entrench-  • 
ment  was  jufl  as  good  a  Bridge  as  your  Fort; 
Lay,  it  was  a  better  Tetedu  Pont,  for  it  might 
be  made  to  what  Space  was  convenient  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  neccflary  Quantity  of  Stores,  &c. 

Whereas 
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Whereas  Four  as  was  weak  as  a  Fort  to  the  Land, 
was  narrow  as  a  Place  of  Reception,  and  the 
Communication  with  the  Ships  was  cut  off  from 
both.  You  fay  no.  The  Communication  with 
Four  as  would  be  eafier,  for  Four  as  isfituate  in  (till 
.Water — You  mifreprefent  this  Fa<5t,  Sir,  The 
great  Bay  of  Chatellaion  was  open  to  the  Winds 
but  the  lelfer  Bay  was  not :  If  Four  as  was  under 
the  Shelter  of  the  Land,  fo  was  the  little  Bay  of 
Chatelaillon.  Your  Friend,  Admiral  Knozvlesf 
acknowledged  to  Col.  Clark  that  it  was  fo. 
Befides  you  have  forgot  that  this  fame  Friend  of 
yours  has  demonftrated  Fouras  to  be  inacceffible. 
At  Chatelaillon  a  IVIan  of  W  ar  could  come  within 
two  Miles,  and  a  Tranfport,  at  High  Water, 
within  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  ;  but  at  two  Miles 
from  Fouras  there  was  but  fix  Foot  Water,  at 
high  Water.  A  Man  of  War  could  not  come 
within  five  Miles,  nor  a  Tranfport  within  three 
Miles  :  How  could  the  Ships  have  protected  the 
Retreat,  which  was  one  half  of  the  Objedtion  to 
the  landing  at  Chatelaillon ,  and  which  they  could 
have  approached  very  near  within  Cannon 
Shot,  yet  not  within  five  Miles  of  Fouras  ? 
And  how  could  that  cruel  Wind  from  the 
Bay  be  kept  from  forcing  fuch  a  Sea  over 
the  Sand-bank  before  Fouras ,  as  would  prevent 
Boats  from  palling  the  neceffary  Diftance  of 
three  Miles  even  to  a  Tranfport :  Yet  this  Ac¬ 
count  of  Mr.  Knowles's  you  believed  •  I  fhould 
have  faid  the  Generals  believed  it,  they  reafon’d 

upon 
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upon  it,  and  they  concluded  upon  it.  So  that 
any  Attempt  to  land  any  where  in  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Rochefort  was  againfl;  every  mili¬ 
tary  Rule  of  the  old  School  for  the  Purpofes  of 
a  Coup  de  Main ,  unlefs  one  could  have  fix’d  the 
Weather-cock  to  particular  Points. 

But,  it  feems,  it  would  have  been  quite 
otherwiie  for  the  Purpofe  of  a  regular  Siege. 
This  you  inculcate  through  the  whole  of  your 
Book.  The  Project  againfl;  Rochefort  was  wife, 
provided  there  had  been  two  Battalions  more, 
and  a  larger  Quantity  of  Battering  Cannon. 
But  the  mode  of  the  Project,  which  the  Gene¬ 
rals  were  fent  to  execute,  was  ridiculous  and 
fooliih,  contrary  to  every  military  Principle,  as 
appears  by  the  beft  Writers,  and  the  only  one 
that  was  impracticable.  Had  there  been  two 
Battalions  more,  and  more  Battering  Cannon, 
for  thefe  were  all  the  Generals  ever  aiked,  Enq. 
p.  13,  not  only  the  150,000  Men  lying  inDif- 
guife  near  Rochefort  would  have  been  no  Ob- 
ftr  lift  ion  to  Succefs,  but  there  would  have  been 
no  Occafion  for  a  better  Communication  with 
the  Ships,  no  need  to  cover  the  Troops  in  cafe 
of  a  Retreat :  But  this  additional  A  rtillery  was 
denied,  the  two  old  Battalions  were  denied,  and 
what  was  ftill  infinitely  worfe,  the  obftinate  Mi¬ 
ni  fter,  contrary  to  every  Principle  ot  the  old 
School,  perfifted  in  his  Opinion  that  the  Secret 

was 
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ftvas  not  to  be  rifqued  for  the  fake  of  more  mi¬ 
nute  Intelligence :  Ignorant  Man!  Who  could 
think  it  a  fufficient  Foundation  for  an  Attack 
that  a  Town  was  known  to  be  without  Fortifica¬ 
tions,  and  without  any  confiderable  Garrifon, 
when  he  might  have  learnt  by  fending  Spies, 
and  making  Enquiries  at  the  Rifque  only  of  the 
Secret,  the  exad:  and  precife  Number  of 
Guards  which  mounted  every  Night,  and  the 
very  Hours  when  they  went  the  Rounds  to  re¬ 
lieve  them :  Had  thefe  Circumftances,  which 
the  Books  of  our  Generals  declare  to  be  necef- 
fary,  been  known,  the  reft  of  the  Enterprize 
would  have  been  eafy . 

But  why  fhould  the  Troops  be  rifqued  on 
Shore,  you  fay,  where  had  they  been  landed 
ever  fo  fafely,  it  was  impofiible  to  fucceed  in 
that  Mode  of  Attack  which  was  prefcribed. 
That  the  Attack  was  folely  on  the  Foot  of  Sur¬ 
prize,  and  all  Authors,  in  their  Chapters  on  Sur¬ 
prizes,  require  many  Circumftances  which  in 
the  prefent  Cafe  were  wanting.  The  Alarm 
was  taken  and  the  Coaft  prepared  :  There  was, 
allowing  all  the  wild  Stories  of  the  Nakednels 
of  the  Coaft  to  be  true,  a  vaft  Force  in  Roche¬ 
fort ,  and  more  than  fufficient  to  defeat  Juch  an 
Attack  made  by  fuch  a  Handful  as  about  10,000 
Men  including  Marines ;  Two  Battalions  more, 
indeed,  would  have  made  it  eafy.  There  was 
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the  Foundery  of  Cannon  at  Rochefort ,  fo  there 
could  be  no  want  of  Artillery  •,  but  alas !  there 
were  no  Baftions  to  plant  it  upon.  The  Gar- 
rifon,  indeed,  was  numerous  according  to  your 
Account.  You  recapitulate  them  in  Pages  19, 
20,  and  on  that  Recapitulation  affirm  fuch  an 
Attack  to  be  impracticable. — You  fuppofe  to 
have  been  in  the  Town  a  Garrifon  conliftingof 
two  Battalions  of  Troops,  feme  Marines,  Ca¬ 
dets  and  Bombardiers,  of  Sailors,  and  Dock- 
men,  that  is.  Ship  Carpenters,  Caulkers,  Rope 
Makers,  Anchor  Smiths,  a  hardy  Sett  of  Men, 
as  you  fay,  and  accuftomed  to  Fire  ;  and  of  In¬ 
habitants.  Among  thefe  you  forget  to  enume¬ 
rate,  what  in  Candour,  I  think  ought  to  be 
added  to  your  Account,  a  full  and  well  ap¬ 
pointed  Monaftery  of  Benedictines,  and  another 
of  Capuchin  Friars.  You  will  complain,  per¬ 
haps,  that  I  try  to  amule  the  Reader  with  Ridi- 
/  • 

cule  ^  but  remember  that  there  are  Gccafions 
when  to  be  ferious  would  be  of  all  Things  the 
moft  ridiculous. 

But  an  Efcaladc,  when  there  was  a  wet  Ditch, 
was  impracticable,  and  Colonel  Clarke  himfelf 
thought  and  laid  fo.  Colonel  Clarke  never  faid 
fo.  He  did  not  Jay  fo  before  the  Council  of 
War  on  the  25th.  There  has  already  been  a 
Complaint  of  the  Mifreprefentation  of  the  Evi¬ 
dence  given  at  the  Council  of  War.  Colonel 

Clarke 
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Clarke  makes  another  Complaint  of  the  fame 
Nature :  Part  only  of  his  Evidence  is  ieledted, 
and  even  that  is  not  inferred  in  the  very  Words 
of  the  Queftions  put  and  Anfwers  given. 
There  is  Difference  between  a  Ditch  flowed 
with  Water  and  full  of  W ater.  1  lie  iau  was 

the  Queftion  put  to  Colonel  Clarke.  It  -Wen 
can  wade  through  the  W ater  to  plant  a  Lada  ici , 
it  is  the  fame  as  if  there  was  no  Water.  There 
might,  perhaps,  have  been  Sluices  at  the  Hof- 
pital  within  the  Town,  and  the  Ditch  being 
open  to  the  River,  "Water  might  be  flowed 
through  it  down  the  Hill  as  in  a  Drain  :  And 
this,  perhaps,  will  reconcile  the  feeming  Con 
tradiftion  of  the  Evidences.  For  Watei  con- 
ftantly  in  the  Ditch  there  could  not  be  •,  there 
were  no  Sluices  even  fuppofed  within  the  Ditch, 
to  keep  W ater  there,  though  an  Evidence  talk  d 
of  Sluices  at  the  Hofpital,  which  is  in  the 
upper  Part  of  the  Town,  from  which  they  could 
flow  Water  into  the  Bitch ,  which  was  open  to 
the  Influx  of  the  Tide,  d  he  Inequality  Oi  tne 
Ground  was  clear  to  a  Demonft ration.  \  ou 

mifreprefent  Colonel  Clarke’s  Evidence  on  this 
Point.  Tie  fwears  before  the  Court  Martial, 
Page  37.  he  is  abfolutely  clear  in  his  Opinion, 
it  was  impofflble  to  let  the  Water  in  all  rounci. 
The  French  Engineer  confirmed  this  Account, 
and  there  was  no  room  to  doubt  it.  Your 
Objeftions  to  the  Ladders  carried  for  the  Fur- 

F  Vok 
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pofe  of  the  Efcalade  are  truly  ridiculous  t 
1  wenfy-five  Feet  might  be  too  ffiort  for  a 
Rampart  of  thirty  Feet,  and  a  Ladder  of 
thirty  Feet  too  long  for  a  Rampart  of  twenty, 
five  Feet.  Colonel  Clarke  had  declared,  from 
accurate  Observation,  that  there  was  Part  of 
ie  itch  fo  ill  made,  and  imperfeft,  that  at  aDi- 
ftance  you  might  fee  the  Bottom  of  the  Wall.  In 
five  Minutes  he  would  have  taken  the  Height  of 
foe  Rampart  from  that  Bottom,  and  your°Lad- 
ders  might,  if  you  chofe  fuch  unneceffary  Ac¬ 
curacy,  have  been  fitted  to  a  Hair’s  Breadth : 
But  it  feems  the  Carpenters  had  made  the  Lad¬ 
ders/.  tottering,  that  an  Officer  faid  he  would  not 
go  up  for  500 1.  even  if  there  was  no  Enemy :  In 
which  of  the  London  Chocolate-Houfes  that  Of¬ 
ficer  received  his  military  Education  his  very 
Language  demonftrates :  But  I  have  not  Pa- 
tience  to  anfwer  fuch  frivolous,  contemptible 
Objections,  of  fuch  Officers. 

But  why  was  not  the  open  Part  of  the 
Town,  next  foe  River,  liable  to  an  Attack, 
where  for  300  Yards  together  there  was  no  For¬ 
tifications,  no  Wall  or  Rampart;  no  Ditch,  ex¬ 
cept  fuch  a  one  as  the  Engineer  told  you  he  could 
ftep  over  when  it  was  dry  at  low  Water.  Colonel 
Clarke  did  not  fay  this  could  not  be  attacked,  even 
though  there  had  been  a  Ditch  full  of  Water 
round  tiie  upper  Part  of  the  Town.  On  the 
contrary,  he  offered  to  make  the  Attack,  and  to 
anlwer  with  his  Head  for  the  Succefs.  But,  you 

lay 
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fay,  this  might  have  been  fortified. ,  as  Colonel 
Clarke  allowed,  in  the  Space  of  a  few  Days,  jo 
as  to  be  on  a  Foot  with  the  reft  of  the  Fortifica¬ 
tions.  You  fay  true,  it  might  have  been  as 
ftrcng  as  the  reft^  and  yet  incapable  of  keeping 
out  an  Enemy  who  would  but  have  attacked 
it.  But  Pierre  Girard  had  oriven  a  terrible 

C/ 

Account  of  a  Fafcine  Battery  :  You,  the  Of¬ 
ficer,  never  heard,  it  feems,  of  the  Poffibility 
of  attacking  a  Fafcine  Battery  Sword  in  Hand  ? 
Yet  was  not  an  unfortunate  General  ordered  to 
inch  an  Attack  at  Fontenoy  ?  Flad  you  been  at 
the  Skirmifh  of  Haftenbeck ,  you  would  have 
leen  how  eafily  the  French  can  take  Batteries. 
But  Bonne  an,  who  law  the  Place  the  Day  after 
Pierre  Girard ,  declared  not  only  that  there  was 
no  Battery,  but  that  nothing  had  been  done 
to  the  Place,  it  was  as  open  as  it  was  when 
Colonel  Clarke  obferved  it  in  1754.  Lately 
it  feems  Bornean,  is  thought  to  have  been  a  filly 
Fellow.  He  appeared  otherwife  to  Captain 
Hamilton ,  General  Conway's  Aid  de  Canny 
who  brought  him  to  Colonel  Clarke  alter  his 
General  had  examined  him,  as  he  found  him 
a  knowing  fenfible  Fellow.  That  General  him  - 
lelf  was  plealed  to  declare  his  good  Opinion  oi' 
him,  by  faying,  that  if  the  Troops  landed, 
he  would  not  for  an  Hundred  Pounds  have 
been  without  Bonneau.  Some  Shrewdnefs  the 
Fellow  had,  is  pretty  plain  from  a  well  au- 

F'  2  thenticatcd 


(  44  ) 

thenti.cated  Anecdote.  The  Day  before  the 
Fleet  left  the  Coaft,  Bonneau  feeing  the  ftrange 
Perplexities  and  Confufion  in  which  every  thing 
feemed  involved,  fhook  his  Head  and  faid, 
i  oor  Fellow  as  I  am,  I  can  eafily  fee  that  this 
great  fleet  was  never  fent  from  England  to  de- 
ftroy  that  little  paltry  Wand  of  Aix  \  but  what 
a  glorious  Opportunity  are  ye  lofing. 

But  to  rifque  the  Landjng,  to  march  up  to 
the  Town  upon  fucb  a  Plan  of  Attack,  which 
was  founded  entirely  on  Surprize  and  Efcalade, 
was,  you  think,  abfurd,  as  the  Ditch  was 
wet,  the  open  Part  of  the  Town  fortified,  there 
was  no  Artillery  to  make  a  Breach,  and  the 
Place  too  much  alarmed  to  be  furprized.  How 
came  it  to  pafs  that  you  had  no  Artillery  ? 
The  Return  given  into  the  Court  Martial  proves 
tiie  contrary.  There  were  twenty-fix  Pieces  of 
Cannon  ready  mounted  on  travelling  Carriages* 
ten  of  which  were  heavy  Cannon,  twenty-four 
Mortars,  Plowitzers,  with  all  the  necef- 
fary  Apparatus.  Had  it  been  necefiary  to  make 
a  Breach,  there  was  Artillery  infinitely  more 
than  fufficient :  There  were  even  Horfes  on 
Board  to  draw  that  Artillery,  and  the  Whole 
was  fo  appointed,  that  in  the  Space  of  one  Day 
after  it  was  landed,  it  might  have  been  in  the 
Camp  before  Rochefort .  If  thele  hafts  are 
true,  where  is  your  boafted  Ingenuity  and 

Can- 
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Candour  in  afierting,  as  you  do,  in  almoft 
every  Page  that  the  Attack  was  founded  on  the 
foot  of  Surprife  or  Efcalade  only.  But  no  drown¬ 
ing  Wretch  ever  caught  af  a  floating  Twig  with 
more  Eagernefs  than  you,  and  the  Generals  do 
at  any  Exprefficn  which  can  be  wrefted  into  an 
Excufe.  Colonel  Clarke ,  at  the  Council  of  War, 
declared  openly,  that  he  was  follicitous  about 
every  Expreffion  he  us’d,  leaf!  it  Ihoulu  be 
wriggled  into  Meanings  he  did  not  intend : 
What  Reafon  he  had  to  be  follicitous,  though  it 
has  fmce  appeared  on  many  Occafions,  can  ap¬ 
pear  on  no  Occafion  ftronger  than  the  prelent. 
He  dropt  an  Expreffion  that  the  fmall  Quantity 
cf  Artillery  lent,  made  him  fuppofe  the  1  lojett 
was  not  intended  to  be  on  the  f  oot  of  a  regular 
Attack ,  and  this  you  pervert  into  an  Opinion 
that  it  was  on  the  Foot  of  Surprife  and  Efcalade 
only.  Is  it  poffible,  that  an  Officer  who  ought 
to  know  military  Terms,  fhould  reafon  fo  grofsly? 
Colonel  Clarke’ s  Opinion  was  as  juft  as  his  Ex¬ 
preffion.  The  Expedition  was  net  lent  on  the 
Foot  of  a  regular  Attack ,  that  is  of  opening 
Trenches,  drawing  Lines,  and  ere&ing  all  the 
various  Sorts  of  Batteries  •,  nor  would  any  Man 
in  his  Senfes  have  thought  of  fetting  down  to 
form  a  regular  Siege  againft  a  Place  which  had 
no  one  Part  of  a  regular  Fortification.  More 
Artillery  and  more  Troops  were  refus’d  exprefiy 
that  there  might  be  no  Poffibility  for  the  Gene- 
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tais  to  Fall  into  fuch  an  egregious  Blunder.  It 
would  have  taken,  at  leaft,  a  Week  to  land  the 
Apparatus  necelfary  for  fuch  a  Siege,  and 
by  he  Time  the  Trenches  were  °opened, 
Ws  earned  on,  and  the  Batteries  ready 
to  Play,  there  might  have  been  indeed  l 

%.  Ca> '  ’f°n  m  Rochefort,  for  the  Houlhold 
mops  might  have  arrived  from  Verfailles. 

p  L  ne  ^jXPedlt!°n  was  fent  on  no  fuch  abfurd 
an  A  Coup  de  main  was  the  Plan,  and 
which,  tnough  a  military  Term,  Country  Gen¬ 
tleman  as  I  am,  I  know,  to  fignify  not  an  At* 

ta"k  °:  SuiTnze  and  Efclade  only,  but  every 
c  her  Attack,  except  a  regular  Siege.  But  it  is 

a  Soit  of  Attack,  the  Succefs  of  which  mull: 
epenu  on  the  Spirit,  Vigour  and  Rapidity  with 

p-tf  h!S  Tkd  on-  Had  there  been  ™ °P™ 

bv  In  Wn’  noPoffibility  of  Succefs 

eafv  th  «  yCt  nothinS  was  more 

to  mat  ptH  ^  hCiWy  Cannon  thcY  had, 
make  a  Breach  ui  a  fmgle  Rampart  de¬ 
fended  neither  by  a  cover’d  Way,  nor  Out- 

J'  °r  "S’.nor  rcSuJar  Baftions,  nor  even  Flank- 
•  There  were  Cannon  to  batter,  there 
were  Mortars  to  bombard,  there  were  Petards 
to  foice  open  Gates,  there  were  Ladders  for  an 
Tculade :  Why  were  not  all  thefe  different  Spe¬ 
eds  of  attack  carried  on  in  different  Places  at 
once  It  they  were  attempted  in  fix  Places,  and 
fuccecdcd  only  in  one,  the  Town  was  taken. 

And 


C  47  ) 

And  all  this  might  be  done  without  allowing 
Time  for  a  Reinforcement  of  Troops  to  have 
arrived  from  any  Quarter. 

Though  the  Council  of  War  thought  the 
fingle  Meafure  of  Elcalade  impracticable,  and 
though  the  Engineer  in  Chief  faid,  that  a 
Town  was  not  to  be  taken  by  Efcalade  when 
there  was  a  Ditch  full  of  Water  ;  yet  did  they 
conliilt  him  or  among  themfelves  upon  any 
other  of  thefe  Species  of  Attacks  ?  They  did 
not.  Did  they  fo  much  as  aik  him  whether  he 
could  drain  the  Ditch,  on  the  Suppofition  that 
it  was  full  of  Water  ?  They  did  not.  Did 
they  permit  him  who  was  to  carry  on  the 
Works  of  every  Kind,  in  Cafe  of  an  Attack, 
to  be  even  prefent  in  the  Council  of  W ar,  to 
hear  the  Faffs  and  the  Depolitions  of  thofe 
Perlbns  on  which  were  to  be  found  thofe 
Relblutions  which  he  was  to  execute  ?  They 
did  not.  Did  they  fo  much  as  examine 
Thierri,  the  Pilot  fent  with  them  "by  the  Mini- 
fters,  as  one  on  whole  Accounts  they  were 
to  depend,  and  who  at  that  Time  had  given 
a  Proof  that  he  delerved  Ibme  Credit  by 
his  Conduft  before  the  Fort  at  Aix,  and  his 
Knowledge  of  the  Road  ?  They  did  not.  And 
now  it  feem$  Tbierri  is  a  filly  Fellow.  The 
Magnanime  fewed  in  the  Mud  before  the  Fort 
at  Aix,  yet  not  through  the  Ignorance  of  tire 

Pilot. 
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Pilot,  but  through  the  Spirit  of  her  Com¬ 
mander,  who,  as  the  French  faid,  feemed  re- 
folved  to  foil  into  the  Fort,  and  to  take  it 
without  firing  a  Gun.  F'hierri  then  had  not 
mifearried  in  carrying  in  the  Bomb-ketch,  and 
he  had  done  all  which  he  undertook  before  the 
Council  to  do,  he  had  brought  the  Fleet  fofe 
into  the  Road,  when  the  Pilot  of  the  Nepame, 
and  all  the  other  Pilots  in  the  Fleet  declared 
themfelves  unable  to  do  it.  Yet  this  very 
Phierri,  font  out  with  the  ftrongeft  Recom¬ 
mendations  of  Government,  whofe  Con¬ 
duit  to  that  Moment  had  merited  full  Credit, 
was  never  lo  much  as  fent  for  to  this  Council 
of  War,  but  that  very  Pilot  of  the  Neptune , 
(Admiral  Knowles' 9s  Pilot)  who  was  fo  igno¬ 
rant  that  he  did  not  know  even  the  Road,  and 
was  obliged  to  lye  bye  till  Phierri  came  to  carry 
his  Ship  in,  was  the  Perfon  on  whofe  thorough 
Knowledge  of  every  thing  relative  to  Roche¬ 
fort ,  the  Council  of  War  thought  fit  to  pro¬ 
ceed.  Will  it  be  believed  that  reafonin ?  Men, 
defirous  of  doing  their  Duty  to  their  Country, 
could  have  aided  in  fuch  a  Manner  ?  T  he 
Board  of  Officers  might  well  fay,  and  they  are 
fully  juflified  in  foying,  that  it  did  not  appear 
to  them  that  there  were  fufficient  Reafons  to 
induce  the  Council  of  War  to  believe  that  All 
Attempts  of  an  Attack  on  the  Place  were^  im¬ 
practicable. 

It 


•.  V 


It  is  aftonifhing  that  fuch  learned  Generals 
fhould  not  have  heard  fomething  of  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  more  modern  Times.  You  have 
made  a  Colle&ion  of  unfortunate  Expeditions. 
Why  did  you  not  add  to  the  Lift,  that  in  the 
laft  War  againft  V Orient  ?  Ignominious  as  that 
has  been  thought,  it  was  glorious  when  com- 
pared  with  what  you  have  undertaken  to  de¬ 
fend.  There  were  Troops  and  Batteries  to 
make  Obftruftion  to  the  Landing  •,  yet  the 
General  of  that  Expedition  landed  his  Men  in 
open  Day-light,  difperfed  the  Troops,  feized 
the  Batteries  without  Lofs,  marched  to,  and 
returned  from,  V Orient ,  through  an  inclofed 
Country,  without  any  confiderable  Obftruc- 
tion,  yet  where  were  all  thofe  Myriads  of 
Guard  de  Cotes,  Militia,  Marchauffees,  &V* 
&c,  &c .  which  you  reprefent  as  fubfifting  and 
encamping  the  laft  War,  and  which  made 
luch  an  Impreflion  on  the  Imaginations  of  our 

Generals* 

If  I  might  be  at  Liberty  to  quote  the  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who, 
indeed,  was  but  a  Sort  of  a  Heaven-born  Ge¬ 
neral,  I  could  tell  you,  that  at  the  Siege  of 
Uuy  he  ordered  the  firft  Battalion  Royal,  and 
a  Dutch  Regiment  to  march  in  broad  Day¬ 
light  with  Drums  beating  and  Colours  flying, 
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and  to  carry  their  Ladders  to  take  the  Place 
by  Elcalade.  They  obeyed  his  Orders,  they 
planted  their  Ladders,  and  they  took  the  Place, 

Tn  the  Year  1719,  Lord  Cobham  with  3000 
Men  only  under  his  Command  landed  before 
Vigo ,  in  the  Face  of  a  great  Body  of  Militia. 
1  de  attacked  the  Citadel,  a  Place  much  flronger 
than  Rochefort.  He  erefted  Batteries,  but  not 
on  the  Plan  of  a  regular  Siege,  for  he  had  but 
four  Pieces  of  Cannon  befides  Mortars.  There 
were  1500  Troops  in  the  Garrilon,  yet  in  four 
Days  he  became  Mailer  of  it,  • 

A  Thoufand  of  thele  Troops  were  ordered 
under  Lieutenant-General  Wade  to  attack  Ponte 
Vedra:  There,  were  four  Battalions  in  that 
Place  and  five  hundred  Pieces  of  Cannon. 
Lieutenant-General  Wade  ordered  ioo  Gre¬ 
nadiers  to  find  out  and  attack  a  Breach  which 
the  Dutch  Conful  had  faid  was  in  the  Wall, 
i  he  commanding  Officer  of  the  Detachment^ 
now  Lord  Ligonier ,  finding  the  Breach  repair¬ 
ed,  marched  dire&ly  to  the  Gates,  and  made 
his  Grenadiers  attempt  cutting  them  clown  with 
their  Ilatchets  :  T  he  Magiftrates  then  brought 
the  Keys,  and  General  Wade  entered  at  that 
Gate  with  his  thoufand  Men,  and  the  four 
Battalions  flipp’d  out  at  the  other  Gate. 


A  De* 
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A  Detachment  of  xoo  Grenadiers  only  were 
detached  thence  under  the  fame  Commander, 
to  ftorm  Fort  Marten,  feven  Miles  from  Ponte 
Vedra,  in  which  there  was  a  Garrifon  ot  200 
Men,  with  18  Pieces  of  Cannon.  They  o- 
beyed  their  Orders,  and  took  it  without  lofing 
a  fm  «;le  Man. 

Yet  thefe  were  none  of  your  ralh  unthinking 
Generals,  who  ran  wildly  after  chimerical  and 
mad  Projefts' j  but  they  knew  the  whole  ot 
their  Profefiion.  They  reafoned  full  as  well 
as  others  who  do  nothing  but  realon  •,  yet  their 
Reafonings  always  concluded  to  a  Point,  they 
weighed  Fafts  and  Circumftances,  they  de¬ 
cided  and  they  executed. 

As  to  the  Idea  of  landing  on  the  28  th,  in 
order  to  attack  the  Forts  leading  to  and  at  the 
Mouth  of  the  Charente,  nothing  can  be  more 
contemptible,  and  it  is  moft  clear  tnat  the  Re- 
folution  was  taken  as  I  have  laid,  in  order  to 
allay  the  national  Clamour.  One  who  expref- 
fes  himfelf  better  than  I  can  do,  and  whole 
Heart  is  not  fufpeCfed  of  Malignity,  has  given 
a  true  Defcription  of  the  two  Councils  ot  W  ar 
in  one  Ihort  Sentence  ;  that  the  firft  was  afraid 
to  land,  and  the  laft  afraid  to  come  Home. 
That  all  Attempts  on  Rochefort  were  judged 
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impracticable  in  the  firft  Council  of  War  is 
manifeft,  for  tire  very  Queftion  was  put  for 
returning  Home  immediately.  Could  this 
Queftion  have  been  fo  much  as  put  if  it  had 
not  been  underftood  that  the  great  Object  of 
the  Expedition  was  at  an  End  ?  Undoubtedly 
it  could  not,  and  tins  Object  being  laid  afide 
it  was  not  only  the  natural,  but,  in  my  Opi¬ 
nion,  the  only  manly  Propofition  which  could 
ce  made.  But  there  were  in  the  Council  of 
Vv  ar  thofe  who  thought  otherwife.  The  Quef¬ 
tion  of  Return  was  rejected,  and  it  was  re¬ 
vived  to  fee  what  elfe  could  be  done:  Many 
Propofttioris  were  made,  fome  to  attack  the 
fLn^.  At  Jail  the  Forts  on  the  Charente 
teemed  to  be  the  eafteft  Prey.  A  Council  of 
war  was  called.  One  of  the  three  Generals 
oppoled  the  Landing  for  fuch  a  Purpofe  ;  but 
!iC  acquiefced,  and  the  Attempt  was  refolv’d  on 
Why  was  it  refolv’d  on  ?  Nothing  new  had  been 
ciicovcrcd  on  which  any  Strefs  was  laid,  except 
that  Four  as  was  weak :  Every  Objection  to 
attacking  Rochefort  not  only  remain’d,  but 
i.ad  me rcabd  infinitely  by  the  Delays  ;  the  A- 
•urm  was  greater,  the  Influx  of  Militia,  or 
■  oops  gi eater;  the  Falcine  Batteries  more 
>  oufiderable^  the  new  Intrenchme.nts  deeper  ; 
t,‘c  i  a  ''c  the  Inhabitants  diflipated  :  On  the 
0r‘ier  I  Ianc!’  our  Forces  were  not  increafed ; 
tne  two  old  Battalions  had  not  been  fent ;  nor 
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was  there  any  additional  Quantity  of  battering 
Cannon;  the  Communication  with  the  Ships 
was  as  difficult  as  ever,  and  it  was  nearer  by 
three  Days  to  the  Seafon  of  the  Winds  blowing. 
But  you  have  found  out  a  new  Argument  in  its 
Favour,  never  fo  much  as  offer’d  by  the  Ge¬ 
neral,  •  either  in  the  Board  of  Enquiry  or  the 
Court-Martial,  though  that  General  who,  you 
fay,  was  the  Author  of  the  Project,  delivered 
into  the  Board  of  Enquiry  a  deliberately  com- 
pofed  written  Narrative  of  the  whole  Proceeding 
as  a  Juftification  of  himfelf,  fo  far  as  his  Con- 
dud:  was  any  Way  concerned.  When  he  ex- 
prefs  d  his  Difient  to  the  Queftion  of  going 
home,  he  did  it,  he  fays,  with  a  View  of  fee¬ 
ing  what  further  could  be  done  (not  toward 
taking  the  Town,  but)  to  annoy  the  Enemy. 
And  his  Propofition  (which  was  rejed:ed)  of  at¬ 
tacking  Oberon ,  and  paffing  thence  to  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  he  explains  to  be  with  a  Hope  of  fuc- 
ceeding  fo  far  as  to  deftroy  fome  of  the  Ships  or 
Magazines.  But  I  cannot  find  a  Word  in  the 
whole  Narrative  which  induces  an  Idea  that  the 
Landing  on  the  28  th  had  the  moft  diftant 
View  to  any  Attack  on  the  Town  itfelf.  Sir 
John  Mor daunt' s  Letter  to  Mr.  Pitt  fpeaks  of  it 
as  an  Attempt  to  attack  the  Forts,  while  the 
Fortifications  of  Aix  were  blowing  tip .  But  fince 
that  Time  you  have  been  fortunate  enough  to 
difcover,  that  the  only  w  ife  Attack  on  Rochefort , 
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except  that  of  a  regular  Siege,  would  have  been 
to  poflefs  the  navigable  River  quite  up  to  Roche¬ 
fort ,  and  then  cither  take  the  "Town  by  Frigates 
or  by  railing  Batteries  on  each  Side  the  Water 
deftroy  the  Magazines  :  It  is  unfortunate  that 
the  capital  Part  of  this  Idea  made  no  Part  of  the 
General’s  Narrative  ;  becaule  this  would  at  firft 
View  have  appeared  like  reafoning  to  fome  Con- 
clufion :  Yet  upon  the  Ideas  the  Generals  had  en¬ 
tertain’d,  it  would  have  been  a  Reafoning  on  no 
Foundation.  You  talk  of  raifing  Batteries  on  the 
Shore  j  but  you  have  forgot  that  you  had  no  Can¬ 
non  ;  or  will  the  Cannon  make  a  Battery  on  the 
Shore  which  will  not  do  for  any  thing  elfe  ?  The 
great  Ships,  you  know,  could  not  get  up,  for  your 
Friend,  Mr.  Knowles ,  had  dilcover’d  there  was 
no  Channel  large  enough  :  The  little  Ships 
could  be  of  no  Life,  for  there  were  five  or  fix 
French  Ships  of  the  Line  lying  acrofs  the  little 
Channel,  whofe  Compliments,  you  fay,  amount¬ 
ed  to  3000  Men,  Part  of  the  large  Garrifon  at 
Rochefort ,  and  wFofe  Sides  were  fuch  tremen¬ 
dous  Flankers  to  the  open  Part  of  the  Town  ; 
All  this  the  Generals  had  not  only  reafcn’d,  but 
already  adted  upon :  Yet  if  this  was  the  real 
\  iew  of  the  Attempt  on  the  Forts,  why  was  it 
not  executed  ?  Though  the  Wind  blew  in  the 
Night,  why  did  they  not  land  in  the  Morning  ? 
1  he  Idea  of  Surprife  was  at  an  End,  and  you 
yourfelf  admit,  that  as  to  the  Danger  of  land* 
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Mlg,  it  was  nothing  :  It  ought  to  be  rifqued  •, 
you  Own  it  might  have  been  attempted  with 
little  Lofs ;  and,  as  I  faid  before.  Major  Def- 
hrifay  had  offered  to  ftand  the  whole  Rifque 
with  only  fifty  Men.  At  l’ Orient  General  Sin¬ 
clair  landed  at  Noon  Day  in  the  Face  of  a  Bat¬ 
tery  :  There  was  no  Need,  therefore,  that  the 
Landing  fhould  have  been  deferred  to  the 
Niaht :  Yet  fuppofe  that  neceliary,  why  did 
they  not  flay  till  the  Night  came  ?  Would  Sir 
Edward  Hawke ,  who  was  prefent  at  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  War,  and  knew  the  View  with  which 
this  Attack  was  intended  ?  Would  he,  I  fay, 
have  even  lent  a  Abetter  to  the  Genei  ah  to  tell 
them,  that  if  they  had  no  further  military  O- 
perations  to  propofe  confiderable  enough  to  au- 
thorije  his  detaining  the  EUety  nc  would  go  1  ionic 
ao-ain  ?  Was  not  the  great  Object  tor  which 
the  Fleet  was  fent  confiderable  enough  to  detain 
it  ?  But  even  though  Sir  Edward ,  who  was 
prefent  at  the  Council  of  War,  had  been  fo 
ablurd  or  lo  ignorant  of  the  General’s  Views 
in  this  Attack  on  the  Forts,  could  the  Gene¬ 
rals  be  ignorant  of  their  own  Intentions  P 
Would  they  not  naturally  have  aniwered,  it 
they  had  luch  Intentions  that  tins  Attack  on 
the  Forts  was  but  a  previous  Step  to  the  i  at¬ 
tack  on  Rochefort  itfelf.  As  to  the  faithci  De- 
flination  of  the  Fleet  on  fome  other  Lxpeui- 
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tion,  the  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
by  the  Viper  Sloop,  was  exprefs  and  plain  that 
they  were  not  to  pay  any  Attention  to  fuch 
future  Deftination,  “  fo  as  to  interfere  with  the 
“  full  Execution  of  the  firft  and  principal  Ob- 
“  je£t  of  the  Expedition,  namely,  attempting,  as 
“  far  as  fhall  be  found  practicable,  a  Defcent  on 
“  the  French  Coaft  at  or  near  Rochefort ,  in  order 
“  to  Attack,  if  practicable,  and  by  a  vigorous 
“  Impreffion  force  the  Place.”  The  whole 
Council  of  War  had  adjudged  the  Defcent,  not 
only  practicable,  but  advifable,  and  nothing 
could  juftify  their  debiting  but  their  Know¬ 
ledge  that  fuch  Defcent  had  not  been  propofed 
with  a  View  to  the  Attack  on  the  Place,  but 
to  employ  the  Troops,  as  Sir  John  Mor daunt 
fays  in  his  Letter,  while  the  Fortifications  on 
the  Jfe  of  Aix  were  blowing  up.  The  four 
Land  Officers  concur,  even  the  General  who 
propofed  the  Defcent  concurs  in  the  Anfwer 
to  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  that  they  were  all  a- 
greed  in  returning  direCtly  to  England. 

On  the  Whole  of  the  Reafoning  and  Evi¬ 
dence  then  it  appears  to  Demonftration,  that 
there  were  not  only  the  moll  ample  Founda¬ 
tions  to  fet  on  Foot  this  Expedition,  but  that 
it  failed  merely  through  the  MifconduCt  of 
thofe  who  were  to  have  executed  it. 


i.  An 
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1.  An  able  and  experienced  Engineer,  who 
vifited  the  Coaft  of  France ,  juft  before  the  War 
broke  out,  as  he  fays  in  his  Letter  to  Lord  Li - 
gonier ,  on  Purpofe  to  judge  if  an  At  temp  could 
be  made  in  Cafe  of  a  Rupture ,  and  they  Jfjould 
draw  away  their  Troops  into  Germany,  £sV.  c.s 
they  did  laft  War  ;  that  the  Fortifications  were 
lo  very  imperfedt,  that  nothing  would  be  more 
eafy  than  to  take  Rochefort  by  Afiault,  unlcls 
it  was  defended  by  a  ftrong  Garrifon. 

2.  That  there  was  no  ftrong  Garrifon  in 
Rochefort ,  only  10,000  nominal  Troops,  In¬ 
valids  and  Militia,  being  appointed  for  the  De¬ 
fence  of  a  Coaft  900  Miles  long,  and  full  of 
fortified  Places. 

3.  That  the  French  had  overlooked  the  na¬ 
ked  Condition  of  Rochelle  for  the  whole  laft 
War.  That  nothing  had  been  done  to  the 
imperfedt,  unfinifhed  and  ignorantly  conftrudt- 
ed  Fortifications  for  70  Years.  That  they 
were  not  alarmed  by  the  moft  publick  Arma¬ 
ments  for  Defcents  on  their  Coaft,  nor  had 
they  even  made  an  Entrenchment  before  the 
open  Part  of  the  Town,  when  the  Expedition 
was  executed  againft  V Orient . 
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4.  That  the  Accounts  of  the  Engineer  were 
confirm  d  by  Tkierri  the  Pilot,  who  appear’d 
to  be  a  Man  of  Capacity,  and  undertook  to 
land  the  Troops,  and  refufed  to  receive  any  Re- 
tompence  rill  Ins  Services  were  perform’d. 

* 

5*  That  the  Succefs  of*  the  Enterprize  de¬ 
pended  on  the  P  refer  vat  ion  of  the  Secret,  fince 
a  Iaroe  Body  of  1  roops  inarched  into  Rochefort 
might  have  prevented  every  Attempt,  except  a 
regular  Siege,  which  it  was  impofiible  to  carry 
on  without  a  very  great  Army,  &c.  &c. 

6.  That  the  Secret  was  fo  well  kept,  and 
the  Nature  of  our  Preparations  fuch,  that  the 
French  were  deceived,  that  they  did  continue 
to  overlook  the  Nakednefs  of  Rochefort ,  and 
drew  away  the  only  poffible  Defence,  viz. 
the  Troops  to  Brejt. 

7.  That  on  this  Account  the  Profpedt  of 
Succefs  was  better  when  the  Fleet  failed  than 
when  the  Expedition  was  firft  projedled. 

8.  That  the  Perfons  who  were  to  execute 
the  Project  never  confidered  it  in  the  right 
A'  iew,  and  formed  no  other  Plan  in  their  own 
Minds  than  of  Surprize  culy\  or  how  they 
might  pal  into  Rcchfort . 


9.  That 
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9.  That  they  defifted  from  the  Idea  cf  FT 
calade  upon  no  fufficient  Grounds,  the  E- 
vidence  as  to  the  Ditch  being  far  from  fatis- 
factory,  and  there  bring  more  Perfons  and 
better  Evidence  to  prove  that  the  Ditch  was 
in  Part  dry,  then  that  it  was  full  of  Water  all 
round  the  Town. 

10.  That  it  does  not  appear  that  they  con- 
fulted  even  among  themfelves  on  any  other 
Species  of  Attack  than  an  Efcalade,  though 
they  had  as  many  Troops  as  were  difperfed 
through  the  whole  900  Miles  of  Coaft,  with 
Artillery,  &c.  fufficient  for  every  Species  of 
Attack,  except  that  of  opening  Trenches  and 
carrying  on  Lines. 

1 1 .  That  it  does  appear  they  never  confult- 
ed  the  Engineer  in  Chief,  who  ought  to  have 
carried  on  fnch  Attacks,  about  the  Practica¬ 
bility  of  them,  though  he  had  accurately  exa¬ 
mined  the  Fortifications,  and  was  the  Perfon 
on  whofe  Knowledge  of  them  the  Expedition 
was  fent  out. 

12.  That  fully  content  with  a  Poffibility  a- 
rifing  from  a  fuppofed  Contrariety  of  Evi¬ 
dence,  that  there  might  be  fome  Water  in  the 
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Pitch,  they  did  not  fo  much  as  afk  the  Engineer 
whether  it  could  not  be  drained  off. 

1 3.  That  all  Attempts  on  Rochefort  were  laid 
a  fide  in  the  firft  Council  of  War,  and  never  re- 
fumed:  The  Relblution  to  land  on  the  28th 
being  only  calculated  to  annoy  the  Enemy,  by 
taking  little  Forts,  or  perhaps  deftroying  fome 
or  their  Ships  or  Magazines  while  the  Fortifica¬ 
tions  of  Aix  were  blowing  up. 


Thus  much  then  for  your  military  Arguments. 
If  I  have  omitted  a  fingle  Circumftance,  which 
in  the  lead  Degree  appeared  to  merit  an  Anfwer 
or  Obfervaticn,  I  have  done  it  inadvertently, 
for  I  intended  to  give  the  fulleft  Anfwer  to  every 
Article  either  of  your  Charge  or  Defence  :  I 
was  indeed  glad  that  a  Champion  fo  peculiarly 
vreli  qualified  as  you,  had  undertaken  to  give 
the  Defiance.  The  dark  and  lecret  Whifpers 
of  Malice  are  dangerous.  Afiertion  and  Au- 
thority  ufurp  the  Places  of  Truth  and  Reafon. 
But  in  publick  Difcufilons  Truth  will  prevail, 
bccaufe  Men  will  truft  their  own  Reafon.  The 
Voice  cf  Fadlion  muft  fubmit  to  the  Voice  of 
the  Publick,  and  that  publick  Voice  is  perhaps 
the  only  Refource  that  is  left  to  Integrity  againit 


the  Power  and  Artifices  of  Faftion. 
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As  to  the  Part  I  have  taken,  it  needs  no 
Apology.  I  have  defended  what  appeared  to 
me  the  Caufe  of  Truth,  and  my  Pen  would  not 
have  been  employed  but  in  fuch  Defence.  The 
Condudt  of  the  Generals  had  undergone  a  full 
Examination.  They  were  acquitted  of  wilful 
capital  Difobedience,  their  Judgment  and  Con¬ 
duct  only  were  condemned.  There  I  could 
have  been  content  that  the  whole  might  have 
ended,  and  for  the  Sake  of  the  Publick,  and 
for  the  Sake  of  Individuals,  to  whom  I  bear  no 
perfonal  Ill-will,  I  fhould  have  wifhed  that  the 
Curtain  might  have  been  drawn  over  a  Scene  fo 
difgraceful  to  both.  But  thefe  Wifhes  of  Mo¬ 
deration  and  Benevolence  were  not  the  Wifhes 
of  Faction  which  finds  its  Nourifhment  in 
troubled  Waters :  The  Monfter  reared  its  Creft 
in  Infolence,  and  darted  forth  Flames  of  Poifon 
and  Peftilence.  Can  it  be  imputed  to  me  then, 
if  in  the  Warmth  of  Zeal  and  honeft  Indigna¬ 
tion  I  have  ftepped  forward  from  the  Crowd, 
tho’  with  a  weak  Arm,  to  hold  forth  the  Shield 
of  Proteftion  and  Defence.  If  in  the  Struggle 
I  fhall  have  been  found  to  have  dealt  a  Wound 

to  this  Monfter,  I  fhall  feel  that  I  have  done  a 

« 

Service  to  my  Country:  That  is  the  great  and 
real  Objedt  of  my  Ambition.  If  you  know  me, 
you  will  know  that  I  have  palled  fome  Part  of 
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my  Life  in  publick  Scenes,  yet  not  as  the  Slave 
of  Power  or  of  Party:  Mine  is  neither  the 
Tongue  nor  the  Pen  of  a  Flatterer.  If 
I  have  ever  lived  in  a  Court,  I  have  been 
found  unfit  for  a  Court.  If  I  have  feen 
a  Succefiion  of  Minifters  I  have  been  found 
tire  C  reature  of  no  Minifter.  If  at  this  Hour  I 
am  (as  you  fay  in  the  fafhionable  Term)  in 
Connexion  with  any  Minifter  or  any  Man  in 
Power,  it  was  not  the  Minifter,  it  was  not  the 
Power  with  which  I  connedled  myfelf.  Undaz- 
led  with  the  Glare  of  Power,  I  turned  my  Back 
to  the  Sunfhine,  and  fought  Integrity  in  the 
Shade  tho’  not  in  Obfcurity.  To  that  I  have 
attached  myfelf  *,  to  that  I  will  adhere  :  I  am 
connedled  neither  with  the  Man  nor  with  the 
Minifter,  nor  will  I  be  connedled  with  either. 
If  I  fee  a  Minifter  who  adls  upon  Principles  of 
publick  Good,  who,  in  an  Age  of  publick  Pro¬ 
fligacy,  dares  to  bid  Defiance  to  Fadlion  and 
Corruption,  and  who  refills  with  equal  Steadi- 
nefs  Court  Allurements  and  popular  Clamours, 
I  will  lay  my  Hand  under  his  Foot  and  lhall  be 
proud  to  wear  his  Livery.  If  I  fhould  fee  the 
fame  Man  yielding  to  the  Profligacy  of  the 
Times,  fwerving  from  his  Principles  of  publick 
Good,  and  facrificing  his  Country  to  the  Power 
of  himfelf  and  of  his  Party,  I  will  wear  his  Li¬ 
very  no  longer  j  I  will  withdraw  my  feeble  Sup¬ 
port 
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port ;  I  will  retreat  from  among  his  Followers; 
and  I  will  once  more  retire  to  my  private  Sta¬ 
tion.  There  will  I  lament  in  Secret  the  Fate  of 
my  devoted  Country,  and  will  dedicate  to  the 
private  Offices  of  Humanity  the  Remainder  of 
that  Life,  which  I  ffiall  then  think  can  be  of  no 
more  Ufe  in  the  Service  of  the  Community, 


I  am 


SIR ,  &c. 
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